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Good Morning!  My name is Lois Kloskie-Giza-Kohn-Phillips.  I have been promoting the idea that our Senior High class should review the affirmations they presented at their Coming of Age service when they were roughly 13-years-old and, perhaps, revise them and make that a part of their Senior High Graduation Service.  This is my opportunity to “walk my talk”.  

My first Affirmation was given in 1999.  Eight years ago I was an adult version of  “Coming of Age” - I was a recently divorced, single Mom of two sons, working as a Computer Consultant and attempting to reclaim and redesign my life.  I guess that makes this my “Senior High Service.”

I have tried, in vain, to locate my original Affirmation.  These days, we keep hardcopies of affirmations (and even post them on our website), but in the “olden” days that wasn’t the policy and we didn’t even HAVE a website.  So I’ll have to work from memory, which as any peri- or post-menopausal woman will tell you, is iffy, at best!

As a brief re-cap for those of you who were not here in ‘99:

On this very day, a long time ago, I was born in Wilkes-Barre, PA, the third child, yet first to survive beyond birth, of Isadore and Genevieve Kloskie.  I am the big sister of Sara Lee (and, yes, she is a great baker!)  Because there was a Capricorn Sun, an Aquarius Moon and Libra Rising when I was born, it can be said that I am ambitious and hardworking with a quirky, offbeat thought process and an almost biological REQUIREMENT for harmony and beauty in my surroundings.  I was raised Roman Catholic and spent my first 8 years of formal education in a parochial school taught by Franciscan nuns and Lay Teachers.  I moved to Florida when I was 20, entered into a “starter” marriage to my high school boyfriend and worked for Mickey Mouse at Walt Disney World for almost 10 years.  When I got divorced and moved to Washington, DC, I married the man who would later father my two beautiful boys.  We moved to Illinois in 1984 and my first child, Noah, was born.  I found Countryside through a friend who brought me to church because I was looking for a religious community that would not be offensive to my then Catholic-Jewish marriage and would provide religious education for my then 5-year-old son.  I remember that in my first Affirmation I said that coming to church on Sunday was a time for me to “tighten whatever screws had come loose during the previous week” which happened regularly. 

None of that has changed.  I still come to church on Sunday to take one hour out of the 168 hours in a week to stop my daily routine, to think about the things for which I am grateful and to “tighten the loose screws” for the coming week.  Maybe I should practice loosening some screws too?

But the important questions now are: What has changed?  How have I changed?  How is this Affirmation different from one I gave eight years ago?  

18 years worth of Community with this congregation has changed me and deepened my commitment to the faith that chose me as much as I chose it. 

Because of my affiliation with Countryside, I was not alone when my marriage ended, when my Father died, and when I celebrated newfound love.  I have been a part of this church since it’s days on Brockway, part of the decision to build our own church home, part of the design process, (I would have been a part of the move-in days too but Mother Nature required me to give birth to my second son, Ben, instead!) and I’ve been a part of many wonderful years of set-up and tear-down for dinners and special events.  I shared the congregation-wide loss when Ruppert decided it was time to retire.  And I’ve been here as we formed our “post-Ruppert identity.” I’ve been here through Interim Ministers and Rev. Julie’s coming and her decision to leave.  My commitment to Countryside and Unitarian Universalism has only gotten stronger, deeper and more fulfilling, in part, because of all of these experiences.

Over these many years, I have been intellectually stimulated, educated and challenged at Countryside.  The Adult Religious Education classes here have exposed me to information I would never have gotten in any other Community of Faith and allowed me to formulate new thoughts and opinions and have a supportive, creative venue in which to express them.  

I have been given more and more opportunities to volunteer my time, talents and treasure.  I have grown into a more expansive and embracing understanding of my church family. That’s how I feel about Countryside – it is my extended/local family.  And just like my biological family in that now lives in Virginia, I can’t choose who is part of it.  I have come to accept those members who think differently than I, as just that – different, not wrong or in need of my help to ‘correct’ their thinking.  This family, this community, is what I have faith in, what I believe to be intrinsic to my weekly mental and emotional “screw tightening”!  

When I think back on my first affirmation, I realize how important it was then to really think about why I came to Countryside.  Simply put, in 1999 I said I came here for the accepting community.  My second affirmation has been just as important because it gave me the reason I needed to re-examine and re-affirm the decision I made 18 years ago and to articulate just how much has changed and how much, thankfully, has not.

