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Upcoming Worship Services
Services begin at 10:30 am

September  2 Amazing Coincidence Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles
Ever experience an amazing coincidence? You pick up the phone to call someone and discover they have just called
you, and are actually on the line. A book falls off a shelf and falls open to the exact passage you were looking for. This is
called “Synchronicity,” and people have considered it to be everything from supernatural power to a sign from God.
Certain events defy rational explanation, and they seem to point to a metaphysical power having an impact on our lives.
Dr. Giles will explore Synchronicity, and why meaningful coincidences seem so emotionally powerful.
During this final summer service, childcare will be provided for ages 0-3 in the nursery, and we’ll have one large

mixed-age class for ages 4 and above. Children and Youth are welcome in the worship service.

September 9 Home Sweet Home
Rev. Don Beaudreault and Colleen Vahey, our Director of Religious Education will lead us in the SECOND ANNUAL
WATER COMMUNION, a ceremony welcoming us back together as a beloved community after our summer experi-
ences. You are asked to bring a small amount of water to share from your travels. This can be from the actual place you
visited, or tap water to symbolize that place. During the ceremony, you will come forward (as individuals or families),
say the name of the place you’ve been, and pour the water into the common bowl. The sermon will be about the
meaning of “home.”
This is an All-Church Service:Children and Youth will attend services with their families. Preschool-age chil-

dren will go directly to their classroom, and childcare will be available in the nursery for infants and younger

children.

September 16 Unitarian Universalism, Part One: The Truth, the Whole Truth, and Nothing But
the Truth Rev. Don Beaudreault
This sermon begins a serious on the nature of Unitarian Universalism, as envisioned by our Interim Minister. In this first
message, we shall discuss the Unitarian Universalist penchant to pursue what might or might not be “true.” As a people
whose church steeple (if we had one) would be in the shape of a question mark, we are constantly in process of discov-
ery. This can be liberation for some, chaos for others. What might it be for you?
Affirmation: Rick Juretic

Religious Education Classes for all children and youth begin September 16..

September 23 Unitarian Universalism, Part Two: Necessary Losses Rev. Don Beaudreault
The title of the sermon comes from Judith Viorst’s book on the subject of loss, but the sermon’s content is generated by
our minister in relationship to one’s being a Unitarian Universalist. How do we of a liberating faith belief deal with the
unavoidable reality of loss? Is there a spiritual lesson in all of this? Is our historic and current practice of how we live our
beliefs not based on optimism rather than despair; on what we might learn about this ever-kaleidoscopic reality called
“life”?
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As I think about the new Adult Faith Development
classes emerging, new covenant groups forming, new
teachers leading RE, new visitors finding our church,
Howard Thurman’s words keep coming to mind, “Don’t
ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come
alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is
people who have come alive.”

Throughout our lifespan religious education program
we are trying several new dimensions this year.   Each new
idea is born out of creativity, intention and hard work.
There will be excitement, disappointments, new insights,
and challenges for sure.  As a whole, we might say UU’s
can be incredibly talented and also plagued by perfection-
ism. . .  so let us gently remind ourselves that not every-
thing will go perfectly.  Rather, from our experiences
together we can choose to grow and be enriched, because
transformation, I believe, begins with opening ourselves to
try new things and being willing to share all dimensions of
ourselves – what pains, joys, sense of beauty, brokenness
and wholeness that we bring to our church community, we
bring and share!  We invite your participation and involve-
ment – not to run programs, but to experience meaning
and community and enter into that life-affirming, dynamic
process of giving, receiving and being transformed by it all!

May the year ahead include rich opportunities for
building community, patience as we try new things, and
always the motivation to “come alive” as we continually
discover what it means to live a life of service and mean-
ing.

Peace ~ Colleen

From Our Director of Relig. Educ. 2007 Corn Roast is September 8!
Mark your calendar for September 8  at 5:00 p.m.
so that you don’t miss the ever-popular Corn
Roast and Hootenanny. This is a great kick-off to
the start of the regular church year.

This is a family event – fun for kids and
adults alike. As always, there will be a feast of

roasted corn, chicken, a variety of side salads, desserts
and drinks. Dinner is followed by the Hootenanny lead by
the musical talents of Tom Dempsey and Jeff Phillips.

If you are a new member, consider this a special
invitation to join in the lively social life of Countryside. The
Corn Roast is an annual event providing the perfect venue
for greeting old friends (after a long summer) and meeting
new members (soon to be new friends).

Once again the Social Action Committee is sponsor-
ing this event. One-half of the net proceeds will be do-
nated to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
Darfur Relief Fund. The Darfur Relief Fund aids refugees
from and internally displaced people in the Darfur region
of Sudan by providing shelter, water, sanitation, basic
sleeping and kitchen materials; providing supplementary
food to 50,000 children under the age of 5 and by provid-
ing education for school aged children and women rape
victims.

The cost of the Corn Roast is $15 for adults and $5
for children aged 12 and under. A special family ticket of
$50 is also available.

Watch your mail for a reservation form or stop by
our table during coffee hour. You won’t want to miss the
fun!

Flowers for the Sanctuary
Providing flowers for the Sunday morning worship

service is a way to enhance the worship experience as well
as a way to honor or memorialize a loved one or special
event. After the worship service, you may take the flowers
home to enjoy the rest of the week. To provide flowers,
sign up on the Flower Calendar on the bulletin board
across from the church office and fill out a blue “flower
form” found in an envelope near the calendar. Place
completed blue forms in the Church Administrator’s
mailbox in the office.

Opportunity Fair is September 16
Countryside is a busy church, and there are many

opportunities for you to get involved and to help
strengthen our community.  During coffee hour on Septem-
ber 16, you can find out more about the many committees
that make up our church, get involved in one that interests
you, and make some new friends.

Book Discussion Groups
Book Circle

Everyone is welcome to attend the Book Circle. 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 7 at
6:30 pm in classroom 4.  We will be discussing The
Upside of Down: Catastrophe, Creativity, and the Re-
newal of Civilization by Thomas Homer-Dixon.  We hope
you can join us!
Last Mondays Book Group

Please join us on Monday, September 24 at 7 pm in
classroom 4 for a discussion of Maps of Lost Lovers by
Nadeem Aslam. “In this poignant, lushly written novel,
Aslam explores the interwoven lives of Pakistani immi-
grants in an English town they have rechirstened Dasht-e-
Tanhaii, ‘the Wilderness of Solitude’ or ‘the Desert of
Loneliness.’....Aslam depicts an insular ex-pat Pakistani
community fighting to preserve its cultural heritage and
losing the battle to its Western-born children often quite
violently.” (Publishers Weekly)
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Lay Ministers
Ken Bobbe and Trudy Kleckner, Coordinators

Richard Chay Joyce Swedlund
Larry Frank Kimberly Tilford
Jane Matthews Dan Yokas

For assistance from our Lay or Care Ministries,
please call Ken or Trudy.
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Church Office Summer Hours
Post-Labor Day Hours

Minister
Director of Religious Education

Minister Emeritus
Community-Based Minister

Music Director & Pianist
Music Director Emeritus

Congregational Administrator

Mon and Thurs, 9am-2pm

Mon - Fri, 10 am - 3 pm

Don Beaudreault

Colleen Vahey

Dr. Ruppert L. Lovely

Dr. C. Scot Giles

Jeffrey Hamrick

John Denny

Laurie Lantz

Church Office Hours
Prior to Labor Day, the church office will be open on

Mondays and Thursdays from 9 am - 2 pm.
After Labor Day, office hours will return to 10 am -

3 pm, Monday through Friday.

In Sympathy
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to

Suzanne Butler and sons Elias and Jonah Bogacki on the
death of their husband and father, Craig Bogacki. The
Butler-Bogacki family have been attending Countryside for
about six months. Rev. Beaudreault will officiate a memo-
rial service for Craig on September 15.

My Thoughts Post-Vacation
Welcome back to all of you who have been away

this summer! I hope you had a restful and perhaps
instructive time! Personally, I am VERY happy to be back
“home” and eager to get to work!

Although I have only been your Interim Minister for
7 months, I feel very much at home with you and look
forward to another ten months. 

In my sermon on September 9, I shall be reflecting
on some of the lessons I have learned during my vacation
in those various countries I have visited, but would like in
this space to just tell you some of the things I have been
thinking about.

After visiting scores of cathedrals and religious
shrines; after observing and conversing with people of
various faiths; after reading newspapers in various cities
and listening to lots of commentary on radio and televi-
sion, I must say that I was struck by how different we
Unitarian Universalists really are.

Forgive me for my elitism, but I must say this: We
are different from most in regard to style and substance.

Our general style does not need “miraculous”
visages, ornate funerals with the body present, or doc-
trines that refuse to honor the fullness of our human status.
Admittedly, some of us embrace mysticism where
miracles are possibilities, and some of us do want big
celebrations when we die, and some of us would like
more specific “rules” regarding human behavior.

But mostly we are a simple people seeking simple,
logical reasons and ways of being. Without the stylistic
trappings of metaphysical images, complex liturgical
modes of religious services, and confining dogma, we feel
that we are closer to the substance we seek: an apprecia-
tion, a wonder, and a celebration of being a part of the
natural process of the universe. We do not need pomp or
circumstance, or pomposity or circumstantial evidence.
We ask for simplicity of belief and directness of action.

It also is an accepted modus operandi among
Unitarian Universalists to express a viewpoint of tolerance
toward those who do not agree with our assumptions.
Naturally, there are limits to such tolerance, notably when
condoning unethical and/or criminal behavior. Our prob-
lem comes when we as a people of relativist rather than
absolutist beliefs attempt to agree on what constitutes
“unethical” or even “criminal.” 

Another problem occurs when we refuse to see
beyond a person’s belief, and therefore cannot see his/her

(continued...)

Ministerial Musings

Ministerial Musings (cont’d)
commonality with us as a fallible human being. We might
very well “tolerate” that person’s belief, but we always
need to ask ourselves: “Are we embracing that person as
an equal?”

Truly, my travels this summer showed me in even
sharper relief that I am glad I chose to be a Unitarian
Universalist. And at the same time, I am sad for those who
feel that they have little or no voice in creating their own
religious style and substance.

As an “evangelist” for the faith we hold so dear, I
hope to make my joy at being a
Unitarian Universalist known to others.

I hope that you will as well.
Welcome home, dear friends. ...Don
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Environmental Action
If you are interested in any of the following items,

you may find them in the Environmental Action mailbox
for your use.  Just put your name on the appropriate sign-
out sheet (also in the EA mailbox).

DVD:    “An Inconvenient Truth”
VHS:     Oprah’s Environmental Television Program

from April 2007
BOOK:  “The Assault on Reason”

Green Corner
For a wealth of environmental information and

answers to many commonly asked questions, visit the
website of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at
www.epa.gov.  Here’s a small sample from the FAQs
section at the website.

Is recycling worthwhile?  Recycling is one of the
best environmental success stories of the late 20th cen-
tury. Recycling, which includes composting, diverted over
72 million tons of material away from landfills and incin-
erators in 2003, up from 34 million tons in 1990—
doubling in just 10 years. Recycling turns materials that
would otherwise become waste into valuable resources.
As a matter of fact, collecting recyclable materials is just
the first step in a series of actions that generate a host of
financial, environmental, and societal returns.
Computer & Electronics Recycling Event

Motorola and SWANCC will hold their 9th annual
cost-free computer/electronics recycling event on Satur-
day, September 29, 9 am to 3 pm at Motorola’s
Schaumburg facility at 1301 E. Algonquin Road. For
more information, look at the flyer on the Social Action/
Environmental Action bulletin board or go to
www.swancc.org. Cell phones will be collected for
Motorola’s Race to Recycle program. Please keep cell
phones in front seat for accessibility. Only residential

equipment will be accepted. This collection is for resi-
dents only; however, if businesses, schools, government
agencies or institutions need to recycle their old equip-
ment, information can be found on SWANCC’s website.

Children’s Religious Education News
Thank you Summer RE teachers!

Our goals for summer were to give more people an
opportunity to share their talents with our children, and
give our children more opportunities to meet one another,
be creative and enjoy time outside.  Most Sundays we had
over twenty children at church.   Enormous thanks to our
dedicated guides – Jim Zdunek, Kevin Appleton, Ron
Vargason, Laurie Schmidt, Judy Miller, Darcy Cochrane,
Omar Soto, Ed Suh, Stephanie Whalen-Suh, Lisa
Hagenbuch, Cory Kadlec, Juli Cicarelli, Judy Schader,
Donna Calwas, Wendy Ingrassia; and to the youth who
worked in the nursery: Sarah Tilford; Lexy Wendt, Terri
Rogers, Emily Smith, Jacqui Schmidt, Connor Schmidt.
Thank you!
RE Registration

Letters to parents and registration forms were mailed
last week.  If you did not receive this information, please
call us to update our mailing list: (847) 359-8440.   All
children and youth, newborn-senior high need to be
registered in order to participate.  We appreciate your
prompt return of these important forms – please mail,
FAX, or put in the labeled box on the front office counter.
Thank you!
Spirit Play Parent Orientation – Sept. 9

All parents of children ages 4, Kindergarten and First
Grade, please join us immediately following worship on
Sunday, September 9, in the new Spirit Play classroom,
for a fun, experiential introduction to this exciting new
program.  This is for parents only; childcare will be
available in the preschool room for your children. It is very
important that you understand and appreciate the new
environment we are hoping to create.  Slip off your shoes
and join us as you experience this new program that
begins Sunday, Sept. 16.
Religious Education Orientation – Sept. 23

All parents and interested adults, please join us in the
sanctuary following the service on Sunday, September 23
for an introduction to this year’s RE program.  We have
important news to share and need your participation.
Please plan to join us!

Host a French Canadian?
A UU friend of mine, who attends Unity Temple in Oak Park, has a friend from Quebec who wants to stay 204 months
in the Chicago area this fall or next spring. She is looking for a room to rent or someone to exchange living spaces with
– someone who’d like to live in Quebec for that time period. If you or someone you know would be interested, please
contact me and I will put you in touch. …Judy Schader
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Involvement is the theme for our Leadership Retreat (formerly known as the Board Retreat) which will be held
here at Countryside Church on Oct 13.   Involvement was chosen from the four areas of strategic focus that were
crystallized through the great work of the Long Term Direction Setting Committee:  SpICE - Spiritual Development,
Involvement, Communication and Education.   Our goal for the retreat is to generate ideas and plans to increase
and enhance involvement - involvement of members of our congregation within the church and involvement of our
church out in the community.  We are hoping for great participation again from our extended leadership team - those of
you who serve as committee chairs or are leaders in some other capacity, either formally or informally, at church.
Perhaps you are not leading a group but would like to be more involved.   Got ideas?   Interested in participating?
Don’t be shy – please give me a call or send me an email.

I am happy to share the news that Colleen Vahey, our Director of Religious Education, has decided to begin the
Unitarian Universalist Ministerial Fellowship Process.   Colleen has a Bachelors Degree in English and French
from Lawrence University and a Masters of Divinity Degree from Iliff School of Theology, and has experience as a
Director of Education and Youth Minister at a Methodist Church and ten years as an on-call Hospital Chaplain prior to
joining us.   Successfully completing the Ministerial Fellowship Process would mean that Colleen would be officially
recognized as a minister within the UU denomination.  Colleen anticipates that this will be a multi-year process.  She has
completed the extensive career assessment and psychological analysis required for all UU ministerial applicants and was
affirmed that the results suggested she would be a good candidate for ministry.  This month Colleen completed the
necessary interviews and paperwork to achieve “Aspirant” status with the UUA.   Her next step will be an interview
with the Midwest Regional Sub-committee on Candidacy and if all goes well with that interview, Colleen would then be
granted “Candidate” status for fellowship.  “Candidate” status means Colleen could attend ministerial events and begin
working on the coursework and other necessary steps toward interviewing with the Ministerial Fellowship Committee.
Colleen assures us that she enjoys being at Countryside and fully expects to remain on staff for the foreseeable future.
Based on my own work with Colleen and the terrific feedback I’ve heard from so many of you, I wholeheartedly agree
that Colleen is a great candidate for ministry!
Safe Congregation Committee

This has been established to develop a safe congregation policy for our church; the members of the committee are
Colleen Vahey, Debbie Lee, David Cohen, Judy Ball and Chairperson Dan Yokas.  The purpose of a safe congregation
policy is to protect people in our congregation—children, teenagers, and persons made vulnerable by disability, grief, or
advanced age from sexual abuse, sexual harassment and economic exploitation.    The Board of Trustees is committed
to implementing a Safe Congregation Policy and has authorized the Safe Congregation Committee to proceed with
drafting a specific policy that incorporates those recommendations of the UUA Guidelines that are appropriate to our
congregation.  We have already implemented some components of a Safe Congregation Policy and the committee will
incorporate these into a comprehensive and clearly stated policy that affirms our commitment to safe practices at all
levels of church involvement.   Their first priority is to address policies concerning children and youth involved in pro-
grams at Countryside.   The committee will publish more about this important topic as decisions are made.

It seems impossible that the summer months are almost over – I hope your summer brought you times of rest,
reflection and rejuvenation.

With appreciation for all that you do for Countryside and for our community.
...Lisa Bohne, President, Board of Trustees

From the President of the Board

Leadership Training
A leadership development workshop will be held at Third Church on Saturday, September 22.   It will involve both

lecture and “lateral learning” opportunities for best practices for effective leadership in a congregational setting.  The
event will run from 9:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m., will include lunch, and the cost for a group of three from a congregation is
$115.  Registration will be handled at Third Unitarian Church of Chicago, 301 N. Mayfield Avenue, Chicago, IL  60644
Contact Info : 773-626-9385, xt. 10. Email : tucoffice@comcast.net   Interest in carpooling ?   Just let Lisa Bohne
know if you plan to participate.



6

Adult Faith Development (AFD) News
New Alliance with Common Ground

We are pleased to announce a new dimension of our Adult Faith Development programming. We have initiated a
relationship with the respected Common Ground organization in Deerfield to be a satellite campus for their programs.
Many of you have attended Common Grounds’ lectures and retreats on spirituality, global peace, and world religious
dialogue. They have an outstanding faculty.

Our first program, “Sea Changes,” will be led by Common Ground’s founder, Jim Kenney, on  Sunday, October
21 from 1:30-3:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  Save the date!  A $10 donation will be collected.  “Sea Changes” will be an
optimistic look at the intersecting waves of change (environmentalism, dialogue across religions, human rights, mind/
body/health, global terrorism, changes in relationships, the growth of fundamentalism etc.) rippling through our society.

We also encourage you to visit Common Ground’s website http://www.cg.org for more information and to identify
future speakers you’d like to see at Countryside.  We hope this will provide an exciting new dimension to our Adult
Faith Development program, as well as help our visibility in the greater NW Chicago community.  For further discussion,
contact Dan Wiseman, AFD Chair, or Colleen Vahey, Director of Religious Education.
Myths, Folktales & Fairytales

“Myth is the secret opening through which the inexhaustible energies of the cosmos pour into human cultural
manifestation. Religions, philosophies, arts, the social forms of primitive and historic man, prime discoveries in science
and technology, the very dreams that blister sleep, boil up from the basic, magic ring of myth.” - Joseph Campbell.

If you are interested in helping to develop, or participating in, an adult faith development class on the spiritual
meaning and impact of myths, fairytales and folktales, please contact Christina Caglar.
Humanist Discussion Group

Many years ago the Booth Search bus left the Roman Catholic Bus Station for a long journey.  After quite a few
stops along the way, I drove the bus into Countryside’s Station where it found a home and continues to reside there.
Tentatively, some day trips are now planned to visit Agnosticism, Humanism and Atheism.  The bus has many seats
available if you think you might find the trips to be of some value.   In order to reserve a seat, you should have either a
curiosity in or knowledge of the destinations’ contents.  A few Tour Guides would be especially helpful, as I don’t have
maps to help us on our drive.  Call me if you want to risk a possibly bumpy ride.  Rest assured that the bus will always
return to Countryside Church.   ...Jim Booth
The Age of Reason

It’s time to sign up for Rem Stokes’s fall class. Historians date the 17th century as the birth of the modern mind. It
evolved new metods for establishing truth by observing nature, and finally concluded that everything followed natural
laws and there was no room for anything supernatural. This had a major impact on religion. The champions of the era
were Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Descartes, Pascal, Hobbes, Newton, and Locke. The course runs for nine weeks,
starting Monday, Sept. 24 from 7 to 9 pm. Please sign up on the bulletin board or contact Rem (847-705-0805) so we
can prepare sufficient material.
Journeys Annual Retreat – Save the date!

Our annual Journeys retreat will be at University of St. Mary’s in Mundelein, Friday & Saturday, April 11-12,
2008.  Mark your calendars and watch for more information this fall.

Grounds Committee Update
The Grounds Committee is pleased to report that despite the heat and intermittent lack of rainfall this growing

season, our “plant life” has, in general, been thriving.  There are a few that will need a little extra care, but we expect
them to be resuscitated.

When we finally get thru this period of heat and humidity we will call upon our volunteers to come back for the end
of season work in preparation for next year. We will welcome any new volunteers to participate with us in the long-term
planning and continuation of “award-winning status” as an environmentally friendly facility.

A few items have been planted in areas where they may not thrive in the long run, or where they are not likely to
tie-in with previous plans. If you notice some future transplanting, please check with Judy Miller, our Master Gardener,
and Marty Atherton, Grounds Chairperson, for any explanations.  If you have some plant materials to donate this fall,
again check with either Judy or Marty about where and when these items can be planted.  Call Judy or Marty to
volunteer your efforts.  We look forward to hearing from you.
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Share-the-Plate Selections
The following organizations will participate in the Share-The-Plate program:  September,

2007: Apple Tree Campaign; October, 2007: Journeys from PADS to Hope; November, 2007:
Home of the Sparrow; December, 2007: Shanti Foundation for Peace; January 2008: Shelter,
Inc.; February, 2008: Voices for Creative Nonviolence; March, 2008: Riverside Foundation;
April, 2008: Citizens for Conservation (in Barrington); May, 2008: Kids on Track; June, 2008:
Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ); July, 2008: Palatine Food Pantry; and August,
2008: Habitat for Humanity

Corn Roast Fundraiser
Have you bought your tickets yet? Buy now and save over the cost to purchase at the door. During the Corn

Roast, we will be showing a very short film on Darfur. We will also have an information table on the plight in Darfur. Be
sure to stop by the Darfur table at the corn roast. 100% of all funds donated at the Darfur table will be donated to The
UUSC Darfur Relief Fund.
Opportunity Fair

Be sure to visit the Social Action Committee booth at the Opportunity Fair on September 16.  Get a free UUSC
button if you join UUSC while visiting our table. We will also have a new brochure about social action available.
Marriage Equality

The Social Action Committee will co-sponsor a meeting with NW NOW, ACLU and PFLAG on marriage
equality for gays and lesbians. The meeting is tentatively set for September 25, 2007. Check the social action bulletin
board or Yahoo Group (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CCUU_social_action_committee) for more details.
Updated Bulletin Board

Have you stopped by the Social Action Bulletin Board lately? UUSC applications, information on the CROP
Hunger Walk, social action magazines and social action newsletters are just a few of the new items.
Quote of the Month

From Marian Wright Edelman (President of the Children’s Defense Fund, and first African American woman
admitted to the Mississippi state bar): “The challenge of social justice is to evoke a sense of community that we need to
make our nation a better place, just as we make it a safer place.”
Next Social Action Committee Meeting

Next meeting is September 16 at 12 noon in the classroom 1. Social Action Committee meetings are held the 3rd

Sunday of each month.

Social Action Update

Countryside Participates in Shower of Stoles
Last April, the church office received an email from the Chicago Area UU

Council (CAUUC) requesting local knitters to participate in a rainbow knitting
project to support the Institute for Welcoming Resources of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. I replied to the email and was put in contact with Tammy
Bessler of the Evanston UU Church who told me that the Shower of Stoles exhibit
would be at Navy Pier on August 9 for the National Lutheran Assembly. Lutherans
Considered, the Lutheran version of our Welcoming Congregation, wanted some
symbol that would visibly demonstrate those in support of GLBT issues, so local
UU churches were working together to make stoles in support of their cause.

Countryside added 26 pieces to the 1100 colorful stoles exhibit, which was
reported to be a powerful and wonderful symbol of support. Posted on the church
bulletin board are two photos, which were taken of some of the stoles at the
Assembly.

My personal thanks to the knitters who joined me in this endeavor.  We did
ourselves proud in such a short time!!  Thank you – Natalie Silk, Sue Wendt, Joyce
Marks, Paula Cowan, Eva Jacobsen, and Juli Cicarelli.            …Helen Hawthorne

Hold the Date
Countryside’s famous Time

& Talent Auction is back, and it’s
better than ever!  Don’t miss this
year’s biggest and best
fundraising event scheduled for
the evening of Saturday, No-
vember 17. The 2007 Time &
Talent Auction is new and
improved with more to tempt and
tantalize than ever before,
including live entertainment,
delicious hors d’oeuvres, and of
course one-of-a-kind silent and
live auction items.  Mark your
calendars and watch for details
coming soon.
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Upcoming Career Events List
Events are non-denominational, free and open to all

occupations. Bring your handbills or resumes and network
into your next position. Learn the fundamentals of
careering and get in-depth knowledge from the seminars
and meetings and career topic events offered. Refresh-
ments are available.

FOR THE NEWCOMER: If you are new to Net-
working and/or job search, join us at St. Hubert, 6:00pm,
prior to our regular meetings (on the second Monday of
the month only). We’ll offer a one hour programs on how
to participate in a networking meeting effectively, the tools
you’ll need, such as; elevator speech, How to do a
Handbill; and How to generate leads and contacts.
Managing the Pink Slip Blues

On September 10, 7 to 9:15pm at St. Hubert
Ministry Center, 729 Grand Canyon, Hoffman Estates.
Join us when Jerry Koncel, Editor and Corporate Com-
municator will present a thought provoking presentation
that will help us over come those awful feelings that
sometimes creep into our job search. Jerry is an uplifting
speaker, confident and positive. He’ll no doubt bring that
to the forefront during this Topic. Formal Networking
follows the presentation.
Resume Review

September 15, 9 to 11:00am at two locations: St.
Peter’s Church, 524 N. Rush Street, Itasca or St.
Joseph’s Church, 121 E. Maple Ave, Libertyville.  Bring
your resume for a personal evaluation by one of six HR,
Search, or career counselors who will be on hand to give
you their thoughts and suggestions for improvement. Bring
a friend – This is for all occupations.
Behavioral Interviewing - Rehearsal

September 24, 7 to 9:15pm at St. Hubert Ministry
Center 729 Grand Canyon, Hoffman Estates. Join us for a
rehearsal exercise for a behavioral interview. We’ll take
you through a practice session and help you to better
understand the process. Formal Networking Follows the
Topic.

Questions regarding St. Hubert Job Ministry Events,
Call: Bob Podgorski at 847-925-6005.

The UU Church of the Blanchard Valley in Findlay,
Ohio was heavily damaged by the recent floods in that
part of the state. They lost their piano, sound system,
chairs, all of their RE curricula, books, and supplies in the
flood waters.

If you can help with a donation of funds or in-kind
materials, please contact Rev. Beth Marshall;
UUBeth@aol.com; Cell: 419-889-9974; Home: 419-
422-8042. Checks could be made out to UU Church of
Blanchard Valley and sent to: Rev. Beth Marshall; 400
Hillcrest Ave.; Findlay, OH 45840.

The congregation was able to save their pulpit,
chalice, most of their hymnals, and the coffee pots. (The
minister, Rev. Beth Marshall, says she finds a bit of ironic
humor in the fact that the coffee pots were
salvageable.) Rev. Marshall also notes that her congrega-
tion deeply appreciates any assistance you can give. She
said: “It’s easy to feel isolated out here, and yet I know
that there are good colleagues and congregations out there
we can depend upon.”

The PADS homeless shelter at All Saints Lutheran Church
in Palatine will open Saturday, October 6, and they are in
need of more volunteers. Training will be held at All Saints
on the following dates: Thurs, Sept 6; Wed, Oct 3; Wed,
Nov 7, and Thurs, Jan.10. To volunteer or for more info,
contact All Saints Lutheran Church or talk to Countryside
member and PADS volunteer, Nancy Cowger.

PADS Needs Volunteers Ohio Church Flooded, Needs Help

Humanists Face Up to the Loss Of Liberty 
As the war on terrorism drags on, Americans con-

tinue to worry about safety versus freedom, privacy versus
the need for surveillance, cold facts versus innuendo.  If
our Civil Liberties are being eroded, how much is tolerable
or even necessary?  Where is the balance?  Where is the
control?

The Humanists of West Suburban Chicagoland, a
chapter of the American Humanist Association, will launch
its 2007-08 schedule September 12 at 7:30 pm with Ed
Yohnka, Director of Communications for the American
Civil Liberties Union of Illinois speaking on the subject of
“Civil Liberties in an Age of Terrorism and Threats of
Terrorism.”  His talk will deal with challenges since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.  There will be a Q&A period following
and a chance to socialize with coffee and cookies pro-
vided.

The HWSC meets on the second Wednesday
evening from September to June at the Dupage Unitarian
church, 4S535 Old Naperville Road, Naperville, exploring
topics ranging from the Cosmos to the human brain, from
prayer in school to human pheromones, from ethical
behavior to personal growth; in short, eclectic and Hu-
manistic.  The meetings are free and open to the public. 
For further information, check with Jack Sechrest, at
jack@skognet.com  or (630) 554-8058
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COUNTRYSIDE CHURCH

Unitarian Universalist
1025 Smith Road
Palatine, Illinois 60067
(847) 359-8440

Upcoming Focus Deadlines
September 10 @ 9 am
September 24 @ 9 am

Submissions can be placed in the Focus mailbox in the
church office or emailed to ccuu@ccuu.org.

Thurs, 8/30 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Sun, 9/2 Open Forum Discussion 9:15 am

Compassionate Comm. Cov. Group 7:00 pm
Mon, 9/3 LABOR DAY - CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
Weds, 9/5 Search Committee Mtg 7:00 pm
Thurs, 9/6 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Fri, 9/7 Drum Circle 8:00 pm
Sat, 9/8 Corn Roast & Hootenanny 5:00 pm
Sun, 9/9 Conversations with God Cov. Group 8:30 am

Environmental Action Meeting 12:00 pm
Mon, 9/10 Talent Auction Planning Meeting 7:00 pm
Tues, 9/11 Living in the Now Program 7:00 pm

UU Principles Covenant Group 7:00 pm
Tuesday Kinship Circle 7:00 pm

Upcoming Meetings and Events
REMINDER: This calendar does not reflect rentals of CCUU space. To avoid conflicts, please schedule all events with
the Church Office.

Weds, 9/12 Finance Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
Getting to Know You Covenant Group 7:00 pm

Thurs, 9/13 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Amnesty International Meeting 7:30 pm

Sun, 9/16 Open Forum Discussion 9:15 am
Opportunity Fair 11:30 am
Social Action Ctte Meeting 12:00 pm

Mon, 9/17 PFLAG Palatine 7:00 pm
Tues, 9/18 Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 pm
Weds, 9/19 Search Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
Thurs, 9/20 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm


