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Community Meal &
Vespers (Evening) Service

Path to Community

Weds, Mar 2, 6-7:30 pm

This two-session class is designed for those who are seeking
more information about Unitarian
Universalism and Countryside
Church and would like to join others
in discussions about it. In the class,
we share our spiritual journeys, examine the UU Seven Principles, and
learn about stewardship at Countryside Church. We also learn about
UUism, Countryside Church’s history, and have an opportunity to meet
our Minister, Intern, Director of
Lifespan Religious Education, and
involved church members. For those
who are ready, the class is a path to
membership.
The two sessions will include a
light lunch. If requested in advance,
childcare will be available. So that
we can plan food, room location, and
supporting materials, we ask that
you sign up in advance. For more
info or to register, email Kinship cocoordinator Tom MacTavish at
membership@ccuu.org.

We’ll have a shared meal 6-7 pm
(donations welcome—$0-$10 per person) and a participatory, indoor
“campfire” worship service for all ages
from 7 to 7:30 pm.
All are encouraged to contribute
by sharing a reading, song, story, or
simply your spirit & presence. The
theme is liberation—freeing ourselves
and each other from the things that
keep us stuck.
If you have something in mind to
share during the service, let Eileen
Wiviott know, Intern@ccuu.org.

Feb 28 & Mar 6, 12:15-3 pm

What a Difference Teams Make!
Since we kicked off the teams in mid-December and
started Jan 1, we have had great success with Sunday
Morning Hospitality. Thank you for your enthusiasm and
engagement! You are making a difference.
Let's keep up the momentum! Some of the teams only scheduled through
March, so we want to have another gathering to allow you to continue to get to
know your team and to take care of sign up through August. We would also
like to share a 30 minute overview of Basic Situation Awareness. Rev. Scot
Giles will provide the overview and will keep us informed and entertained.
• Who: All members of Hospitality Teams 1 - 5
• When: Mar 20 after second service, starting about 12:20
• What: Snacks, Additional team sign-up, Situation Awareness Training with
Rev. Scot Giles, Gather feedback on how things are going so far and recommendations for process improvements, Confirm plan for another gathering in August to sign up for the fall.
Please come and join your team at your numbered table! If you aren’t yet part
of a team, contact the church office & we’ll get you connected.
Please RSVP so we can make sure we have enough snacks.
Thank you!!!!
...Your Ministry Council Chair, Sheryl Skifstad
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Minister’s Muse: Service and Ministry
At a Lay Ministry meeting recently and then again in
another meeting, it came up that, at least sometimes, people are confused by the words “minister” and “ministry.” Truly, the word has many meanings – even within our own congregation. One the of the most common meanings of the
word “minister” at CCUU has to do with the professional
clergy who are called by the congregation to lead, to serve,
and to partner with the congregation. However, we are fortunate at CCUU to have Lay Ministers as well. The Lay Ministers are carefully selected, trained, and highly committed
members of the congregation who support the professional
minister in the pastoral care at CCUU. They visit those who
are ill, homebound, in need of support, and sometimes
even those with new babies. Just to keep things interesting
we have various “ministries” at CCUU. Lay Ministry is one
of the first along with its partner group, Care Ministry, which
helps the professional minister to coordinate support to
people at times of stress in the form of the periodic ride to
the doctor, casseroles, meals, etc. The word “minister” is a
translation of the Greek word diakonia – to serve. And in
our Lay and Care Ministries, this sense of service is clearest.
We also have our Ministry Council. The Ministry Council is made up of the five main ministries of the congregation: worship, kinship, service, study, and foundations. Our
Ministry Council consists of the combined programs of the
congregation as well as the infrastructure that supports
them, and all that we do in those programs are ways that
we serve one another and our world.
Of course, often our ministry/service is pure play – like
the amazing Halloween Party that the Welcoming Congregation puts on each fall just to delight our kids of all ages.
Or the Chocolate Fest that Kinship Ministry facilitates.
Sometimes our service is part play – like the heartful Time
and Talent Auction organized by our Outreach Steering
Council with massive support from many people including
Linda Berry and Karen Epps, who poured their hearts and
hours into it. And then there is Music with a Mission….and
on and on….
Sometimes our ministry/service is joy and largely fills a
deep spiritual need within and beyond our walls - like teaching or studying in our Lifespan Religious Education Program or like warmly welcoming new people into the congregation.
And sometimes our ministry/service seems very mundane – like talking about and then bringing in the roof and
contractors, building a budget, participating in a church
clean up. It is anything but mundane; it is the very stuff that
helps congregations live out their/our mission and their/our
reason for being.
In a larger sense, the ministry of a congregation – that
includes everything that a congregation does – expresses
the spirit, the mission, and the values of the congregation.
And that involves every member. In everything that we do,
we show one another and teach our children and tell the
world what we truly stand for.
We use the word “ministry” all over the place so we remember that everything we do is connected to our common
faith, so that we remember.
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From Our Director of Lifespan Religious Education (DLRE)
All Ages Among Us and Together as a
Community: Lifespan Religious Education
Over the last month, you may have heard religious
education referred to as lifespan religious education.
The word lifespan is fairly self-explanatory, but when
you combine lifespan with religious education, it may
create some ambiguity. The intention of lifespan religious education is to draw us deeper into faith development as a multi-generational community- connecting
children, youth, and adults together through supportive
programming and learning.
When we approach religious education with the belief that faith is a journey for —all ages among us and
together as a community— it transforms into lifespan
religious education. When it is something we live and
breathe on a daily basis and encompasses the duration
of our entire lifetime, it becomes lifespan religious education. Lifespan religious education supports one another as individuals, families, and community in an ongoing
search for truth and meaning. It is a living exercise of
religious questioning, personal change, and discovering
ways to better live in faith.
We all are in a lifelong process of understanding our
meaning and where we fit into the world. Unitarian Universalism calls us to engage our best selves, to appreciate life as a sacred trust, to connect with everdeepening, ever-widening circles of relationships, to
witness awe and mystery, and to do justice. Unitarian
Universalist lifespan religious education calls —all ages
among us and together as a community— to do the
same.
When we embrace religious education in the context
of lifespan, it becomes the responsibility of the entire
covenanted religious community to create and support
individual and congregational transformation. When we
build a bridge between generations and learn from one
another, we are affirming the inherent worth and dignity
of all beings, and together, have the power to help
change the world for the better. To be on this lifespan
journey —all ages among us and together as a community— we support one another in finding connection with
our ethics, faith, spirit, and Unitarian Universalist identity. A place where teachers are learners and learners are
teachers.

Wellness Beyond Walls
Countryside Church and Wellness House in Hinsdale
offer a free monthly program of deep hypnosis open to
anyone in our geographical area who has or has had
cancer in any form and to their caretaking or family members. The program is led by our community minister, Dr.
Giles, and uses hypnotism to promote healing, emotional
resilience, & comprehensive stress management. The
monthly topics flyer is available across from the church
office. Space is limited. You must register by email
kmitchell@wellnesshouse.org or phone 630-654-5197.
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News from your Board of Trustees
It’s a Wonderful Church is the theme for this year’s
stewardship campaign. Just as the movie 'It's a Wonderful
Life' illustrates the positive influence that one person can
have on a community, the theme It's a Wonderful Church
was selected to affirm the idea that a community can have
a positive impact on the life of an individual. Think about
all that Countryside offers to each of us. Have you ever
considered what your life would be like without Countryside Church? What aspects of Countryside give a richer
meaning to your life? Is it the long-time friends you have
here, is it the worship experience, the religious education
program for your children, the music, the opportunities for
study and service, the kinship opportunities?
Many wonderful things have been happening recently
at Countryside. Our new music director is settling into her
position, bringing her many talents to work with the choir
and the minister to enhance our worship. Our new Director of Life-span Religious Education (DLRE), along with
her talented assistant and the many wonderful RE volunteers, will be working to develop rich educational programming that spans from children through youth to adult.
We have a wonderful intern, who is sharing her energy
and talents with our congregation. Much work is being
done behind the scenes to streamline processes and organizational structures to allow staff and volunteers to get
things done more efficiently and to take a more organic,
inter-connected approach to the administrative work of
our congregation. Our Sunday morning teams have added energy and community that all of us benefit from.
There are initiatives to study and take action on issues in
the world outside of our walls. There is a rich diversity of
talent, knowledge, and passion among our members.
There is no other community that provides such personally enriching benefits. It's what makes Countryside the
unique community we each want to be a part of.
Over the next several weeks, you will be asked to
renew your annual commitment of financial support to
Countryside, either in person from one of our stewardship
team members or by letter or phone call. As you consider
your financial commitment, remember that there is so
much that Countryside provides for each of us. Think
about what your life would be like without Countryside,
and then give generously to sustain this vibrant community. It is a Wonderful Church!
If you have questions or concerns, please reach out
to any of your Board members. We want to hear from you!
You can also contact the Board President directly via
email, Prez@ccuu.org.

Mark Your Calendar
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wild & Scenic Film Fest: April 22
Passover Seder: April 29
MidAmerica Regional Assembly: Apr 29-May 1
Journeys Adult Faith Dev. Retreat: May 6-7
Climate Action Event: May 14
Congregational Annual Meeting: May 15
UUA General Assembly: June 22-26 in Columbus OH
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Important Invitation
Lifespan Religious EducationFaith Development Start-Up!
Everyone with an interest in our Lifespan
(from infant to elders) Religious EducationFaith Development program is invited to join us on
Sat., April 2, 10 am to 2 pm; lunch included.
Nancy Combs-Morgan (Leadership and Organizational
Development) from the Mid America Region of the UUA
will be facilitating our upcoming Start Up in partnership
with Jules Jaramillo, our Director of Lifespan Religious
Education. This Start Up will guide Countryside Church
in uniting as a congregation and moving forward as we
embrace faith formation through a multi-generational
lens.
During our Start Up, we will explore the topics of:
• CCUU’s heritage: Identifying, holding closer and letting go
• Beginnings: where are we now and who we are today
• Vision of Unitarian Universalist faith development in
CCUU’s lifespan religious education
• The connection Lifespan has to the greater vision
and ministries at CCUU
We hope you’ll join us!
If you plan to, please RSVP to
CCUUStartUp@gmail.com.
In faith and love,
Rev. Hilary and Jules

Annual Countryside Seder
is coming...
Every year Countryside celebrates its own version of
an important Jewish tradition, the Passover Seder. This
year, the Seder will be on Friday, April 29, at 6:00 pm. It's
a fun evening for the whole family with interesting food,
readings, and songs. Learn a little about Judaism and eat
some matzo! You’ll see more information in future weeks.
We need some help for this event –
• Someone to pick up chickens at the Costco in Lake
Zurich at 3:30 pm
• a few people for prep from 4:00 to 6:00 pm before
the event and
• another few to direct the cleanup after.
We already have some volunteers – the fabulous 20s30s group does the entire setup for us, and Juli Cicarelli
(also fabulous) has again offered to lead the cleanup. Please contact Carol Bobbe, cabobbe@comcast.net
or 847-842-1360, if you can help out.
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Upcoming Worship Services
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Sunday Worship Service & Religious Education Classes are held at 9 & 11 am.
Relig. Ed. classes are held at 9am for infants thru’ grade 4; at 11am, for infants thru’ Sr High.
NOTE: Announcements begin 5 minutes prior to the start of the worship service.

Worship descriptions are also on the church website: www.ccuu.org/worship-a-music/worship-schedule.html

Feb 28 at 9 & 11 am Sr High Youth Service: I was, I am, I will be
Young people in grades 2 and above attend the entire service with their families. The Spirit Play class will attend
the beginning of the service with their families. Nursery and Chalice Children will be available at both services.
Join us as our Senior High Youth Group leads us in worship. Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to Project Fierce, a grassroots collective of social workers, housing advocates, and young people
working to establish identity-affirming housing in Chicago. Its mission is to reduce LGBTQ youth homelessness in Chicago by providing transitional housing and support services to homeless LGBTQ young adults.

Weds, Mar 2 at 6 pm Dinner & Vespers Service: Liberation

Eileen Wiviott, Ministerial Intern

Join us for a mid-week Vespers (evening) Service and meal. From 6-7pm, we’ll share a meal (contributions welcome
from $0-$10/person) and then gather for a 30-minute participatory service for all ages.

Mar 6 at 9 & 11 am

Wise Words for Our Faith

Rev. Hilary Landau Krivchenia

Young people in grades 2 & above begin in the Sanctuary with their families; all other young people begin in their classrooms.

***Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 am on March 13 ~ clocks spring forward one hour***
Mar 13 at 9 & 11 am Spiritual Journeys
Kathi Hillyer & Eileen Wiviott
Young people in grades 2 & above begin in the Sanctuary with their family; all other young people begin in classrooms.
Spiritual Journeys services are held a few times each year. They are services during which members of the congregation—and in this case, our ministerial intern—share the story of their individual spiritual journey.
Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to Refugee One, based in Chicago to create opportunities for refugees fleeing war, terror, and persecution to build new lives of safety, dignity, and self-reliance.

Mar 20 at 9 & 11 am The New Universalism

Rev. Erik David Carlson, pulpit guest

Young people in grades 2 & above begin in the Sanctuary with their family; all other young people begin in classrooms.
During this service, we will explore the theological basis of our Universalist faith tradition and its implications for the
increasingly globalized world of the 21st Century and beyond.
Rev. Carlson is a life-long UU who has held leadership positions at every level of our Association, including the
Church of the Larger Fellowship, the Central Midwest District and the UUA Board of Trustees, and is currently in his
sixth year as minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Stockton, IL.

Fri, Mar 25, 7:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service

Rev. Hilary Landau Krivchenia

The Tenebrae (Latin for shadows) Service will begin in light and end in darkness. It is a time to acknowledge the struggles we face individually and globally in order to understand the pathway to hope symbolized on Easter.

Mar 27 at 9 & 11 am Easter Sunday: The Jesus of Our Hopes

Rev. Hilary L. Krivchenia

Young people in grades 2 & above begin in the Sanctuary with their family; all other young people begin in classrooms.
Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund, used
to help those in need in the congregation.

Sound Meditation
Weds., Feb 24, 7 pm
Join us to chase away the chill of a cold winter’s day with a sound
meditation to help silence the chatter of our minds and allow space for
healing. Enjoy the soothing sounds of crystal bowls, followed by waves
of resounding vibrations from Paiste gongs played by Rev. Krivchenia
and Elizabeth Vesto.
Bring a mat or blanket if you would like to stretch out, or you can sit
in chairs for support. Come in comfortable clothes and bring a blanket
in case you get cool when you relax. A free will offering will be welcomed. NOTE: Yoga & Sound Meditation will be on hiatus for March &
April. The next offering will be during the Journeys retreat, May 6-7.

Sacred Heartbeat Drum Circle
Adults and teens are invited to join us the
4th Saturday of the month at 7pm in Atherton Hall for free-style drumming in a low
key, peaceful, welcoming environment. No
drumming experience necessary! Please
bring your instrument(s); some limited hand
percussion is available to share. For more
info, visit www.PalatineDrumCircle.com.
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Social Action News
Food Collection for Palatine
High School Students in Need
Palatine High School now has a small
food pantry on site to help the 90 high
school youth whose housing situation is
precarious. School personnel have asked for donations in
three categories: Peanut Butter; Jam, Jelly, or Fruit Preserves; Nutrition bars, eg. Nutrigrain bars, Fruit Bars,
Granola Bars. Please drop off your donations in the
church office March 6-13. The Social Action Committee
will see that they are delivered prior to spring break (Mar
21-28). We are doing this food collection along with our
partner churches in Palatine Faith in Action.

Racial Justice, Prisons, and UU
March 11-12 at The Peoples Church
Want to strengthen your understanding of racial justice? As we live out our values in response to mass incarceration, police killings, and the call to deepen our understanding of race, please consider joining the UU Prison
Ministry of Illinois for this workshop by nationally known
author and activist Chris Crass.
This workshop is for any UU who is willing to play a
role in this emerging ministry: bringing our forums and
events to your congregation, leading efforts to help your
congregation become welcoming to people returning from
incarceration, supporting humane policy change, or going
into a prison as part of this prison ministry.
You must RSVP so food and space requirements can
be planned. There is no registration fee but attendance
will be capped, so be sure to RSVP soon. RSVP to
dalecgriffin@comcast.net or 312-637-0598.
If anyone from Countryside is interested in attending
and/or carpooling, please contact Yvette Johnson, SocialActionChair@ccuu.org

PADS Meal ~ Weds., March 23
Countryside Church provides dinner n the 4th Weds
of the month, October thru’ April, for the PADS shelter at
the Presbyterian Church of Palatine. Stay tuned—watch
the e-updates and Sunday Times—for notification when
the meal sign-up has been posted. For more information,
contact Angelina Huntsha.

Monthly Meatless Potlucks

Transitions
Thurs, Feb. 25, 10 am
The mission of the Transitions group is to provide a
forum for mature adults to explore life transitions with a
supportive community during daytime hours. We meet
monthly on the 4th Thursday at 10 am. The program begins about 10:15 and is followed by a potluck lunch. Bring
a dish to share or if you prefer, your individual lunch. Also, if you wish, bring a friend. All are welcome.
This month’s program will be on Radio Days of Old.
It will feature Juli Cicarelli and her friends, who will
bring those days to life again, including the singing commercials. Please join us for some light-hearted fun remembering "the good ole days."

Immigrant Voices Discussion
The next meeting of the Immigrant Voices discussion
group is on Weds, Feb. 24 at 10 am.
A new book of readings has been selected, and the
group will resume discussion sessions on April 13. We
would be pleased to welcome new members at that
time. Contact Gloria Kinney 847-397-8114 for more information.

Memoir Makers: 1st Fridays, 10 am
We have returned to one monthly meeting on the first
Friday of each month, 10 am till Noon. Our next meeting
will be on Fri., March 4 in Classroom #1. In addition to
sharing any new writings by members, we will view Dr.
Tilar Mazzeo's Lesson 22, Building Your Audience. We
are scheduled to complete Dr. Mazzeo's course, Writing
Creative Non-fiction, in May. We will begin a new course,
The Art of Storytelling, on June 3.
Contact Tom MacTavish, tmactavish@aol.com, or
Barbara Griggs, bjgriggs@comcast.net, for more info.

Indoor Farmers Market
Sun., March 13, 10am-2pm
in Atherton Hall
This market, sponsored by Faith in
Place and our Green Sanctuary committee, will feature a wide array of products—fresh produce,
beef, pork, poultry, eggs, salsas, sauces, vegetables,
cheese, chocolate, tea, coffee, pastries, pesto, mushrooms, and more! If you can be available to help with set
up or clean up, email GreenSanctuary@ccuu.org.

4th Sundays, 5 pm
Countryside Animal Friends invites
you to join them on Feb 28 in Atherton Hall. Bring a vegan (no meat,
eggs, dairy, or honey in the ingredients) dish to share that more-or-less
serves 6-8. We will provide drinks, dishes, utensils. If this
is your first time attending and you don’t know what to
bring, please just bring yourself.
Please note, there will not be a meatless potluck in
March (the 4th Sunday is Easter). Join us again the 4th
Sunday in April.

Feminine Divine Women’s Group
We have two groups meeting this year. The second
Monday of the month (7-9 pm) we are discussing "Your
Spacious Self." Our format for the last Saturday has
changed to a monthly discussion topic. All are welcome to
submit reading material for the topic a week in advance to
Kathi Hillyer (kathioh@aol.com), and it will be shared with
the group. Stay tuned for information on March's topic.
For more information, contact Kathi.
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Lifespan Religious Education (LRE)

Compassionate Communication
Course Begins March 20
This six-session, interactive course will help participants to learn about and apply the eye-opening consciousness and process of Compassionate Communication. It will be led by Open Forum Discussion leader and
CCRC chairperson, Vid Axel.
Conventional communication routinely incorporates
demands, unwanted diagnoses, deserve-oriented language, and denials of responsibility. Such strategies reduce the odds of serving our genuine needs. Compassionate Communication emphasizes awareness and
skills that increase the odds that every involved person’s
needs will be honored. Its point is not to “be nice,” but to
be both respectful and authentic. Compassionate Communication can help even if only one person in a dialogue
happens to be familiar with it.
Vid’s course will draw upon the work of Dr. Marshall
B. Rosenberg, PhD (1934-2015), author of Nonviolent
Communication: A Language of Life 3rd Edition. All experience levels will be welcome to attend. During the sessions, supported by role playing, imaginary situations,
and puppetry, participants will enjoy opportunities to develop their awareness and to practice the skills that will
be discussed.
The class will meet on alternating Sundays during
March, April, and May. It will begin on Sunday, March 20,
in classroom 1, and will run from 12:30 PM until 2:30 PM.
All but the last, two sessions will meet starting at 12:30
PM. The additional sessions will take place April 3, April
17, May 1, May 15, and May 29. Because the CCUU Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on May 15,
the class will not begin on that Sunday until after that earlier meeting ends. That earlier meeting will start at 11 AM
and finish by 12:30 or 1 PM, at which point that fifth session will start. Because of the seasonal change in the
worship schedule, the sixth session will meet earlier on
Sunday, May 29, from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.
Please contact Vid at vid@vidaxel.com to register for
the course, and to be added to its dedicated email list.
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Faith in Action
February’s Faith in Action focus was hunger and homelessness. The 2nd-6th grade
classes coordinated a sock drive and
through the assistance of church members and friends, collected over 150 pairs
of socks. They also baked and bagged chocolate chip
and oatmeal cookies to accompany the meal that Countryside Church will provide for Journeys The Road
Home’s PADS shelter program.
Thank you to the young people that took the initiative
to make a difference in our community and to everyone
that helped coordinate and support Faith in Action this
month. This congregation’s partnership with the vision of
Faith in Action continues to assist our young people to
realize their power to make a positive difference in the
world, to experience learning and service as an integral
part of our UU beliefs and practices, and to cultivate their
natural sense of justice, empathy, and compassion.
Join us on April 3 for our next Faith in Action, when
we will learn about the efforts of Bernie’s Book Bank to
increase book ownership among at-risk children in Chicagoland and will kick-off a church-wide book drive for
them.
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Lifespan Religious Education (LRE)

Save the Date: Journeys Retreat

Movies with Meaning

Our Annual Adult Faith Development Journeys Retreat
will be held May 6-7 at University of St Mary of the Lake
in Mundelein, IL. Mark your calendar and plan to join us
for a Mindfulness and Meditation retreat. Details to come.

Fri., Mar 11: How to Boil a Frog

February 24, 2016

Buddhist Study Group

Join us at 7 pm in Atherton Hall to view
and discuss How to Boil a Frog, a comedic
documentary about overshoot—too many
people using up too little planet much too fast. This
award winning film takes the kind of material that makes
people jump off bridges, puts it in a blender, and churns
out a Smoothie o’ Fun, giving us the Big Picture about
what is going on with our so-called civilization and telling
us what we can do about it that will not only actually
make a difference (no light bulbs!) but also make our
lives better right now! Please join us for this fun movie
and discussion afterward.
Movies with Meaning is held the 2nd Friday of the
month, mainly showing documentary films with discussion afterward. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (invite your
friends and neighbors!) and FREE (voluntary donation to
help cover cost of film licenses). Public performance licensing, when required, is obtained for all films we show.
If interested in helping, please contact Alan Greenland.

2nd Sundays, 12:30-2 pm

Save the Date: Wild & Scenic Film Fest

Join us in the Sanctuary. Contact Melanie Terbovic,
terbovicm@yahoo.com, for more info.

Celebrate Earth Day with us! The Wild & Scenic Film
Fest, sponsored by Sierra Club Illinois Chapter &
CCUU’s Green Sanctuary Committee, will be held at
CCUU on Fri, April 22, 7– 10 pm. Stay tuned for details.

20-30 Somethings
1st & 3rd Sundays
If you are in your 20s or 30s, please join us in classroom
4 after second service. For more info, email 2030Somethings@ccuu.org. Childcare is available during meetings.

Atheist-Humanist-Agnostic Group
2nd Tuesdays, 7 pm
All are welcome to join us on March 8, when we will
watch and discuss a previously aired episode of Oprah
titled Oprah and the Atheists. It is a discussion of Atheism
among Oprah, two women from the group Freedom from
Religion, and two people who left the clergy.

QiGong
Tuesdays, 10-11 am
Join Emmett in classroom 9/10 to experience slow, gentle
body movements & guided meditation. Donations to
CCUU will be accepted. Note: No QiGong on March 22.

Poetry Series
2nd Wednesdays, 7 pm
Join us in the Sanctuary. Each month features poetry
reading by a local published poet. On March 9, we welcome poet Harlene Henry. Attendees are invited to read
one of their poems after the featured guest’s reading. If
you wish to read, please submit a request in advance to
Trudy Kleckner or Bernice McCarthy.

Journey Inward
3rd Wednesdays, 7 pm
Join us in Atherton Hall to explore and learn about metaphysics, spirituality, alternative healing modalities and
much more. For more info, visit www.journey-inward.com.

Open Forum Discussion
Forum meets each Sunday to discuss “the issues of the
day” while respectfully welcoming different perspectives.
We meet in classroom 5 at 8:45 am and socialize for 15
minutes before discussing the day’s topic from 9-10 am.
To be added to the Forum email list, contact Vid Axel,
vidaxel@axeldesigns.com. Upcoming tentatively scheduled topics are:
• Feb 28: U.S. culture today—likes, dislikes, and why
• Mar 6: Foundations of US Liberal Democracy, with
the lead-up to presidential election
• Mar 13: Improving the U.S. education system
• Mar 20: Is the US electrical grid vulnerable?
• Mar 27: Tribalism—the Good and the Bad
• Apr 3: Wheaton College Suspension of Prof who
stated Muslims and Christians share the same God

Upcoming Book Discussions
Book Circle: Sunday, Feb. 28, 6:15 pm

Mark Your Calendar
We hope you will join us for these all-church events. Stay
tuned for future details.
• Passover Seder: April 29
• MidAmerica Regional Assembly: Apr 29-May 1 in
St.Paul, MN (registration now open-see p.8)
• Climate Action Event: May 14
• Congregational Annual Meeting: May 15 (also the day
we begin our one-service summer schedule)
• UUA General Assembly: June 22-26 in Columbus OH

All are invited to join us in classroom 6 to discuss
Don’t Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are Wired to
Ignore Climate Change by George Marshall. We gather at
6:15; discussion begins at 6:30.

Last Mondays Book Group
All are invited to join us in the Stokes Room for our
upcoming discussions:
Feb 29: The Girl Who Saved the King of Sweden
Mar 28: Between the World & Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Open to the Public ~ Share this with friends & neighbors
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New Methods of Giving to CCUU
If you prefer credit card or online giving to writing a check,
there are a couple of new options for giving to CCUU:

Manage your giving online
Giving online is easy and allows you to make onetime or recurring contributions and to view your complete
online giving history from anywhere you have access to
the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps:
1. Visit the church website at www.ccuu.org
2. Click on the Donate Now button,
3. Click on the Create Profile button, then
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create a profile
and to schedule your contributions.

Make a contribution with a text message
Simply send a text to 847-973-7344 with the amount
you would like to contribute.
• Be sure to include the dollar sign before the amount.
Example: $25.
• Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link
to register.
• Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and
credit or debit card information.
• Once your registration is complete, you will receive a
text verification and a receipt via email.
• For future giving, simply send a text with the amount
you wish to give, and it will process automatically! If
you have questions about giving-by-text, contact the
church office for more information.
If you have questions, contact the church office for more
information.
•

Save the Date: WomanSpirit 2017
Feb 3-5, 2017 in DeKalb IL
Just Women: Just World
Keynote Speaker: Sister Simone Campbell
The theme speaker will be the celebrated Sister
Simone Campbell, Executive Director of Network. In
2010, she wrote the Nun’s Letter advocating that all religious orders and people of faith support the affordable
health care act. She was instrumental in organizing the
“Nuns on the Bus” trips focused on economic justice,
comprehensive immigration reform, and more recently,
voter turnout. In June 2014, she presented the Ware
Lecture on “Walking Toward Trouble” at UU General Assembly; a video & transcript are available at http://
www.uua.org/economic/ga/ware-campbell.
WomanSpirit entertainment will feature a concert by
Emma’s Revolution, which will be open to the public.
Those registering for the conference will receive first priority for concert tickets.
Registration is now open; the very early registration
price (now) for the conference is $150 (does not include
concert ticket); register at www.womenandreligion.org.
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Register Now for Regional Assembly
April 29-May 1, St Paul MN
Join other UUs from the MidAmerica Region to explore “The Who in
the New Era.” Our three keynote
presenters will share their thoughts
on how Unitarian Universalism
could be exactly what current religious explorers want from faith communities. There will
be many great workshops and outstanding worship services led by ministers from across the region.
For complete info and a link to register, please go to:
https://www.midamericauua.org/events/regional-assembly
Be sure to check out the volunteer opportunities for a
reduced rate when you register.
Early bird registration goes until March 31. Conference discounted rate for a room at the hotel will be available until April 11. Final registration deadline: Fri, Apr 22.
Adult, young adult, and youth registration fees include all
programming and four meals.

UU-UNO Intergenerational Seminar
April 7-9 in New York, NY
Register by March 18 (or Mar 10 for a lower rate)
Registration is now open for this year's Intergenerational Spring Seminar. We will learn about income inequality and how to take action globally and within our own
communities. Join participants from across the US & Canada for 3 days of learning, connections, and inspiration.
Registration is now open!
New policy this year: All youth participants must be
accompanied by an adult Youth Sponsor who will lodge
with the youth at All Souls Church. Youth and sponsors
will arrive on April 6 for orientation.
Learn more and register: http://www.uua.org/
international/events/seminar

UU Summer Camps
Midwest UU Summer Assembly (MUUSA)
July 3-9
Consider joining fellow UUs this summer in the Missouri Ozarks at the annual Midwest Unitarian Universalist
Summer Assembly (MUUSA). The weeklong camp offers
many workshops and activities for families, couples, and
singles of all ages. This year, Reverend Krista Taves will
lead the daily Morning Celebration service on this year’s
theme: The UU House of Soul. Registration has begun.
See the flyer on the “Our Denomination” bulletin board
opposite the church office. For all details: muusa.org.

The Point: July 24-29
Imagine five days of UU covenant and community in
a resort-like setting on the shores of Fort Gibson Lake in
Oklahoma. The Point offers personal growth, faith renewal, learning opportunities, spiritual practices, community
worship, music, social gatherings, outdoor activities for all
ages and interests, and an engaging speaker on the
theme Savor and Save the World. Go to thepointuu.org
for details or to watch a video about The Point.

Mon

Tue

7pm Cognitive Behavior

28
7pm Last Mondays
Book Discussion
7pm Cognitive Behavior

Mar 27 Easter Sunday
8:45 am Open Forum Disussion
9 &11 am Worship & Relig.Educ.
10am & Noon Coffee/Fellowship
Noon Nominating Ctte Mtg

line

21
9am Focus dead-

7pm Cognitive Behavior
7pm Spacious Self

14

7pm Outreach
Steering Council
7pm Cognitive Behavior

7

7pm Last Mondays
Book Group
7pm Cognitive Behavior

Feb 29

Mar 20
8:45 am Open Forum Discussion
9 &11 am Worship & Relig.Educ.
10am & Noon Fellowship
Noon Nominating Ctte Mtg
Noon 20-30 Somethings
12:20pm Hospitality Teams Meeting
12:30pm Compassionate Communication Course

Mar 13 **Daylight Saving Time**
8:45 am Open Forum Discussion
9 &11 am Worship & Relig.Educ.
10am & Noon Fellowship
10am-2pm Indoor Farmers Market
Noon Nominating Ctte Mtg
Noon Jr High OWL retreat
12:15pm Internship Ctte Mtg
12:30pm Buddhist Study Group

Mar 6
8:45 am Open Forum Discussion
9 &11 am Worship & Relig.Educ.
10am & Noon Fellowship
10am & Noon Intro to CCUU
Noon 20-30 Somethings
Noon Path to Membership class
Noon Jr High OWL retreat
Noon Nominating Ctte Mtg
12:15pm RE Council Mtg

Feb 28
8:45 am Open Forum Disussion
9 &11 am Worship & Relig.Educ.
10am & Noon Coffee/Fellowship
Noon Path to Membership class
Noon Nominating Ctte Mtg
5pm Vegan Potluck Dinner
6:15pm Book Circle

29
10am Qigong
7pm Experiencing
God Cov Grp

22
10am Qigong

15
Don’t forget to vote
in the Primary! (UU
Principle 5: belief in
the democratic
process)
10am Qigong
7pm Worship
Council

7pm AHA Discussion
7pm Finance Ctte
Mtg

8
10am Qigong

Mar 1
10am Qigong

This calendar shows upcoming Church meetings & events.
All meetings and events held in the building are listed on the church website, under Events & Rentals - http://www.ccuu.org/programs-and-events/calendar. If
your meeting or event is not listed, please submit a room reservation form
(available in the office or on the website with the calendar) to the office.

Sun

24

Mar 30
9:30am Focus folding

9:30am-5pm PADS
Meal Delivery

23

7pm Board of Trustees
7pm Journey Inward

16

7pm Mary Oliver Poetry Series

9
10am Immigrant Voices
10am Weds Chalice
Circle

6pm Vespers Dinner &
Worship
7:30pm Ministry Council

Mar 2

9:30am-5pm PADS Meal
Delivery
10am Immigrant Voices
7pm Sound Meditation

Wed

7:15pm Choir
Rehearsal

Apr 1
10am Memoir
Makers

7:30pm
Good Friday
Tenebrae
service

25

18
7pm Fri Chalice
Circle

7pm Movies
with Meaning

11

27
9:15am Feminine Divine

Sat

Apr 2
10am Lifespan RE startup workshop
10am Wellness Beyond
Walls

7pm Drum Circle

26
9:15am Feminine Divine

Circle Suppers

19
10:30am Palatine Faith
in Action Mtg

12

7pm Music with a Mission

Mar 5
10am Wellness Beyond
Walls, must register

Feb 26-28: Marwood UU Camp Reunion

Mar 4
10am Memoir
Makers

26

Fri

Upcoming Church Meetings & Events: March

Mar 31

24
10am Transitions
7:15pm Choir
Rehearsal

7pm Thurs
Chalice Circle
7:15pm Choir
Rehearsal

17

7:15pm Choir
Rehearsal

10

7:15pm Choir
Rehearsal

Mar 3

25
10am Transitions

Thu
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Jules Jaramillo
DLRE@ccuu.org

Community Minister

Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles

Music Director

Alison Vernon
Music.Director@ccuu.org
Music Director Emeritus John Denny
Congregational Administrator Laurie Lantz
ccuu@ccuu.org
Religious Education Lisa Vanderbleek
Assistant RE.Assistant@ccuu.org
Ministerial Intern Eileen Wiviott
Intern@ccuu.org
Lay Ministers
Ken Bobbe and Jane Matthews, Coordinators
Karen Greenland
Joy Simon
Barbara Griggs
Chris Smith
Kathi Hillyer
Kimberly Tilford
Melanie Schikore
For assistance from Lay or Care Ministry,
please call Ken or Jane or Rev. Hilary.

Our Mission
Countryside is seen as the growing voice and source of liberal religion in the northwest Chicago suburbs by…
• creating a place of inclusiveness, welcome, connectedness,
compassion and respect
• providing for the spiritual and intellectual growth of members of
all ages
• cultivating a vital future for our congregation and community
through thoughtful stewardship of our financial resources and our environment
• acting on a social conscience

Upcoming Focus Deadlines
Submit all articles by 9am to ccuu@ccuu.org
♦ March 21 (to be publ. Mar 30)
♦ April 18 (to be publ. Apr 27)
♦ May 16 (to be publ May 25)
Between Focus issues, written communication is via E-Updates &
the Sunday Times insert to the Order of Worship. Submission deadline for e-updates & Sunday Times is Weds at 9 am.

Countryside Church
Unitarian Universalist
1025 N Smith Rd
Palatine, IL 60067

Director of Lifespan
Religious Education

Our Vision
We come together as a congregation to inspire our quests
for the spiritual, ethical, and meaningful in life and to advance respect, compassion, and justice in the wider world.

Follow us on Facebook

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm, Fri 9am-Noon
Minister Rev. Hilary L. Krivchenia
Minister@ccuu.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Countryside-ChurchUnitarian-Universalist/218478024883750

1025 N Smith Rd ⋅ Palatine IL 60067
847-359-8440 ⋅ ccuu@ccuu.org ⋅ www.ccuu.org
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Our Covenant
We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all persons, to promote human dignity, and to increase reverence
for life’s creating, sustaining, and transforming power
through worship, study, and service.
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