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Upcoming Worship Services
Sunday Morning Worship Services begin at 10:30 am

Childcare is available in the Nursery for infants and children who are not yet 3 years old. Unless otherwise
stated below, religious education classes are provided each Sunday for children in preschool through high school.

Sept. 30 A Spiritual Call to Social Action Joe Jencks
Some of you may have heard Joe Jencks during a Countryside worship service in July 2006; he returns this month to
lead us in worship and song.. Joe will lead this service on the spiritual call to social action, presenting ideas in song and
spoken word that help us tie our spiritual values in with our desires to see and live in a just world. Weaving together
threads from Jewish, Christian and Buddhist traditions, the service will honor the common messages of peace and social
action represented in these traditions.
Be sure to join the All-Church Town Meeting in Atherton Hall following the service.

Oct. 7 UUism, Part Three: Critical Intelligence, Critical Passion Rev. Don Beaudreault
As you continue your process of seeking and hopefully finding a newly settled minister by next spring, I would like to
reflect upon two prerequisites for being a Unitarian Universalist minister: critical intelligence and critical passion. Histori-
cally, our movement has prided itself in calling ministers who are guaranteed via contractual agreements - or covenants -
“freedom of the pulpit.” We expect them to express what they believe about the issues of the day - even if others might
not agree with what they say. We also expect that our ministers will give both intelligent and passionate reasons why they
preach what they preach - and do so with the spirit of love and tolerance for those who do not agree with them. But
what does this REALLY mean? Ah, there’s the rub!

Oct. 14 Confessions of a Blue Collar Unitarian Universalist Rev. Don Beaudreault
In the latest edition of our UU national magazine, The World, I was moved by the article “Not My Father’s Religion:
Unitarian Universalism and the Working Class” written by Doug Muder. In fact, I wrote a letter to the editor in response
to that article. I would like to expand that letter into this sermon, because I feel we are faced with a crucial dilemma as a
religious alternative – a dilemma that has been around for years: an assumption that ours is a religion limited to people of
a certain “class.” Service will include an Affirmation by Martha and Bob Atherton.
Joining Sunday: We will welcome new members during the service. If you wish to become a member of Country-
side Church, please talk to one of the Sunday morning greeters or contact Rev. Beaudreault prior to October 10.

Oct. 21 Rev. Don Beaudreault
Guest at Your Table boxes will be distributed during this service.
Family Service: Children and Youth will attend the beginning of the worship service with their families (bring
your children with you to the service). Nursery and preschool-age children can go directly to their classrooms.
Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the morning offering will be donated to Journeys from PADS to Hope;
PADS offers food and shelter to the homeless of the Northwest Suburbs.
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I have always been fascinated by attempts to catego-
rize human beings, and early in my life naturally gravitated
toward those who themselves are categorized as “Devel-
opmental Psychologists.” The basic concept behind this
form of analyzing human motivation is that each of us
progresses along a pathway of understanding according to
our chronological age, accepting the fact that there are
always exceptions to such classification.

Without going into any more detail about this specific
perspective on what it means to be human, I would like to
expand this thought by applying it to one’s growth as a
spiritual being, based upon the thinking of various experts
in the field and in relationship to what I have observed.
Although there could be many more categories – many
more “brands” of UU than the ones I want to talk about –
let me limit them to three.

First of all, you do not have to be of seasoned
chronological age to be a MATURE UU. You who are in
this category view the subject of “spirituality” with open-
ness – “spirituality” being a word I choose to define as
“that which calls us to a deeper meaning and purpose in
our life; that which lifts us out of the ordinary; that which
suggests there is more to our existence than we can
possibly imagine.” Literature from the Eastern spiritual
tradition speaks of “masters” who have ascended to a
higher state of awareness - even at a very young age. The
Dalai Lama is a prime example of this.

Still, being older with much experience helps one
mature – although there are exceptions here, too! I
imagine that many of you who discovered Unitarian
Universalism in your seasoned period of life, shifted
through various ways of spirituality before discovering us.
You might have entered our movement with a more mature
view of who we are, that is to say, aware that as a histori-
cal theological movement, we are ever in process, ever
changing (“morphing” to use the current jargon), to fit our
particular needs and wants. Understanding this about us as
a “spiritual” people, you have accepted the multitudinous
ways there are of being a UU – including Universal Theist,
UU Christian, UU Jew, UU Buddhist, UU Taoist (etc.
when it comes to linking another spiritual discipline with
UU), Religious Humanist, UU Feminist, Earth Centered
Spiritualist, Secular Humanist, Atheist, Agnostic (a hopeful
one or not!), Transcendentalist, Mystic, Existentialist – the
list is long – actually never-ending!

The point is, that in this stage of being a UU, you
have moved beyond categories – or at least beyond the
attempt to put someone else into a category. You see our
movement as something that might be institutional by
necessity (since it needs structure or it will fly apart - the
community shattering into individual units) but also you see
us as a way of reaching out to all people everywhere,
regardless of their specific spiritual category. Then again,

you might practice a specific religious tradition but inte-
grate this into a universal understanding of various tradi-
tions.

A second brand of UU is the UU INSTITUTION-
ALIST. Yours is a UU way of being that proudly carries
the banner of our faith, replete with knowledge of our
history, practices, purposes, and principles. You zero in on
what is specifically UU, rather than hold the universal
perspective of a MATURE UU.

Neither way is superior to the other – just different.
And both intersect with one another at times.

You might have been born a UU; you might come
from generations of UUs; maybe, however, you are a
recent, impassioned “convert” and sleep, eat and drink our
spirituality every chance you get. However long you have
been a UU, you feel you most spread the UU gospel with
everyone you meet -and you should be on our church
membership committee (if you are not already). You not
only know who Servetus was and why, when, and how he
died, but you can even spell “Servetus.”

Delighted to do so, you volunteer for church boards,
committees, and coffee making. You attend cluster, district
and national meetings of UUs. Without ever having taught
children before, you offer your services to our church
school, believing strongly that you want our young people
to feel the same joy you do in having discovered this
wonderful church that allows you to create your own
theology, and that honors your right to express what you
feel and to act upon your principles (as long as they fit
within the categories of love and respect for the rights of
others).

And to the best of your ability, you put your money
where your beliefs are – believing that the liberating work
of the church must go on.

Finally, there is UU brand that we can call the STILL
GROWING UU, not to say that the MATURE UU and
the UU INSTITUTIONALIST are not growing. Rather,
the STILL GROWING UU is primarily exploring one
avenue of theology or philosophy. What is particularly
interesting about this type - theologically speaking - is that
you might return to some prior beliefs you once held
(perhaps as a child) but now you do so with more under-
standing. You are attempting to inculcate them into your
current theological belief structure, thereby creating
something new and exciting for yourself.

For example, those who have studied Jungian
Psychology might apply some of these concepts to their
once-discarded Christian beliefs. They now can under-
stand Jesus to have been an “individuated” human being –
a person who was congruent in thought, feeling, word and
deed. In this way, he leads others to “salvation” (i.e.,
“individuation” in the here and now).

(continued on page 8)
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Music Director & Pianist
Music Director Emeritus

Congregational Administrator

Mon - Fri, 10 am - 3 pm

Don Beaudreault
Colleen Vahey
Dr. Ruppert L. Lovely
Dr. C. Scot Giles
Jeffrey Hamrick
John Denny
Laurie Lantz

In Symp athy
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Liz

Whalen and Jeff, Erin, and Dave Blanchette on the death
of Liz’s mother in July.

Ministerial
Musings: But
What Brand of
UU Are You?

Congratulations
To Alisa and Ray Pontarelli and big brother Christian

on the birth of Lauren Elizabeth on August 27.

Where Are the Hymnals?
The hymnals are all on a cart just inside the sanctu-

ary. Please pick one up as you enter and return it to the
cart at the end of the service. We’re hoping this will make
it easier when we move the chairs around and make one
less task for the ushers; they won’t need to spend time
making sure the hymnals are distributed evenly throughout
the sanctuary.

We have about 170 hymnals on the cart right now, so
there should be at least one for every two people - share a
hymnal and make a new friend!

This is a reminder that the Lay Ministry program is
beginning its 20th year of working with Countryside’s
ministers and our congregation.  Our goal is to provide a
mutual ministry and support to members of the congrega-
tion in times of transition and crisis.  Our current lay
ministers are Richard Chay, Larry Frank, Jane Matthews,
Joyce Swedlund, Kim Tilford and Dan Yokas.

Our Care Ministry is coordinated by Bob Spielman,
with assistance from Jim Hawthorne and Eva Jacobson
when Bob is unavailable.  Our Care Ministry provides
practical assistance to Countryside members when
appropriate and is activated by Rev. Don Beaudreault or
by the Lay Ministry Co-coordinators.

If you or someone you know in the congregation is
going through a difficult time and might benefit from the
type of support and caring our lay ministers try to pro-
vide, please call one of our lay ministers or us.  We
depend on you for this information and feedback to be
effective.  All information shared by you is kept confiden-
tial.  Also, please call one of us if you or someone you
know at Countryside needs practical assistance, such as a
ride to the doctor or meals brought in after a hospital
stay.  We will do our best to help.  These services are
activated by our minister or us.  Please call us or a lay
minister who will contact us to arrange for help.

...Ken Bobbe and Trudy Kleckner, Lay Ministry
Co-coordinators

We Are Here For You!

Ministerial Search All-
Church Meeting
Scheduled for Sunday

Please plan to attend the first
“town hall” meeting concerning our
search for a settled minister.  It will
be held this coming Sunday
(September 30) in Atherton Hall

after the service.  We plan to start around 11:45 a.m.
Coffee will be served and chairs will be set up for more
comfortable participation.

At the meeting, you’ll see a presentation and hear
the results of the congregational survey conducted in May.
That’s the main topic for the town hall meeting, but you
will also get a chance to meet members of the search
committee and ask questions you may have about any-
thing related to the ministerial search.

The second issue of The Searcher, summarizing the
survey results, will be distributed at the meeting.  If you
missed the first issue, you can pick one up on the search
bulletin board or the pamphlet rack across the hall from
the church office.

Celebrate the Classics November 17
No doubt about it, Countryside’s Time & Talent

Auction has become a classic.  There are many ways to
support our biggest and best fundraising event of the year
– auction donations, silent auction bidding, live auction
bidding, purchasing a raffle ticket, and more.  See the
special insert on how to donate, mark your calendar for
the evening of Saturday, November 17, and watch for
more details coming soon.
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RE News

Church Growth Seminar
In keeping with our new theme, “Come Grow With

Us,” please join us Saturday, October 6 in Atherton Hall
from 9 am until Noon for an informative, miniature Church
Growth Seminar led by Vid Axel and sponsored by the
Membership Committee. We invite and welcome every-
one from the Countryside Church Community – both
Members and Visiting Guests. Vid will share insights our
committee has gathered from multiple sources, including
some fascinating research details. Vid will also emphasize
what we can do in interacting with both our Visiting
Guests and Members to welcome and help encourage
them to participate in our church in ways that they per-
sonally find most fulfilling. Such an approach can contrib-
ute both to the increased vitality and growth of our church
community. We look forward to seeing you there!

OWL Reminder
Parents of youth in grade 9, please remember to

RSVP for the OWL Parent Orientation, this Sunday,
September 30, 1-3 pm to this year’s OWL teachers,
Maria Martinez and Colin Tysoe.

Children’ s Clothing Needed
Peggy Simonsen, CCUU member, is going to

Nigeria in November with Rotary International to help
administer vaccinations to children.  She is seeking
donations of the following items: a large suitcase (any
condition as long as it closes well); and children’s clothing
— new or gently used, with no writing or slogans, for
children ages 0-5.   If you would like to donate, please
bring your clothes and place them in the labeled container
near the coat racks by the main entrance lobby.  Thank
you, in advance, for your generous donations!

Youth Garden Harvest s Social Action
As some of you may have seen this past Sunday, the

recent harvest from Youth garden was pretty impressive! 
We donated 17 pounds of squash, 6 pounds of eggplant,
3 pounds of zucchini, 1/2 pound of peppers, and 21
pounds of tomatoes to The Giving Garden, a non-profit
group which distributes food to the needy. 

Save the Date: Sea Changes
Jim Kenney of Common Ground will present an

optimistic look at the intersecting waves of change (envi-
ronmentalism, dialogue across religions, human rights,
mind body health, global terrorism, changes in relation-
ships, the growth of fundamentalism etc.) rippling through
our society on Sunday, October 21 from 1:30-3:30 in the
Sanctuary. Common Ground, located in Deerfield, has
over the last 30 years offered a wide range of highly
respected programs on global issues, spiritual develop-
ment, and current topics. We are pleased to be one of
their sites for programs in the Northwest Chicago Sub-
urbs. Their website is www.cg.org. $10 suggested dona-
tion.
Yoga Workshop

Donna Coletto, certified Amit Yoga instructor, will
lead a workshop on Saturday, October 6 from 9-11am in
Room 9/10. The workshop will highlight our UU theme of
connection to all living things, deep concentration and
listening to ourselves and others. Call Juli Cicarelli to
register. Participation is limited to 30. Please bring a yoga
mat or small pillow for sitting.
Living in the Now

Maggie Wilkins will lead sessions on Oct.9, Nov.13,
and Dec.11 from 7:30-9:30 pm. Inspired by Eckhart
Tolle’s books The Power of Now and A New Earth,
sessions will include meditation, topical discussions, and
opportunities for group interaction. For more information
and to RSVP visit www.one-heart.net. $5 suggested
donation.
Green: The New Red, White and Blue

Join us for the first in a series of documentary films
that can help us explore some of the major environmental,
social, and political events of our time. November 9 from
7-9 pm in Atherton Hall. For more information about this
film, please contact Gail Wisniewski, Environmental Action
Committee.

Attention Movie Lovers!!!
On Friday, September 28 at 7:30 pm, the Conversa-

tions with God Covenant Group will show “Wondrous
Oblivion,” set in London during the 1960’s. It takes us
from intense racial tension to the comfort of a supportive
community, reminding us of the magic that comes from
friendships that cross cultures. Delroy Lindo stars as a
Jamaican cricket coach. The feature film is 106 minutes
long.  Please join us for a night of inspiring entertainment.
For further info, contact Terry Frank.

Adult Faith Development

Pulpit Guest Nov . 4: Marc Adams
Marc Adams, author of the award-winning autobiogra-
phy, The Preacher’s Son, and founder and executive
director of HeartStrong, will be our pulpit guest on
Sunday, November 4. Details will be in the next Focus.
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The Finance Committee and the Building Use
Committee are looking for someone (or many
someones!) who have an interest in spreading the
news about our beautiful building and it’s many
potential uses to the greater Chicago public.  Do you
have experience or interest in marketing?  Are you
interested in checking out media sources to advertise
our facility for weddings, concerts, recitals, poetry
readings, seminars and classes?  Do you have
creative ideas other than the ones listed here that
could be potential revenue sources for our commu-
nity?  If so, please contact Greg Blus for more
information.  Thank you!

Are you interested in environmental issues?  If so, you are
invited to attend the Environmental Action Committee meet-
ings.  We generally meet on the second Sunday of each month
after church.  You can find us in classroom 4.  All are wel-
come!
Thanks for a “Green” Corn Roast

With the help of Sherrie Marchi and the Environmental
Action Committee, we had an especially “green” Corn Roast.
Sherrie gave the cornhusks and cobs to a farmer to be used as
pig feed. She also gave him the special compostable plates,
vegetable matter and even the brown paper tablecloths for
composting. Committee members handled the recycling of
bottles can and plastic cups. Recycled paper napkins were
used. China coffee cups were washed to avoid the use of
Styrofoam, and all of the plastic silverware and plates were
washed for reuse. Thanks to all of those people who sorted,
hauled and washed, as well as to those attending the dinner
who took time to separate their garbage!

A very special thanks as well to Leo (one of our land-
scapers) who actually stood in the dumpster and “tamped
down” the yard waste so that we would have room for the
garbage. This avoided contamination of the recycled materials.
Green Corner: Ensure Strong Future for Forests

Forests provide habitat for more than half of all species
living on land, help filter pollutants out of the air and water, and
prevent soil erosion.  They also play a major role in regulating
global temperatures by absorbing heat-trapping carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere and storing it in their cell walls.  Unfortu-
nately, the global benefits provided by trees are threatened by
deforestation.  Tropical deforestation is responsible for about
20 percent of total annual global warming emissions, making it
second only to fossil fuels in terms of climate impact. The best
way to reduce emissions from tropical deforestation is to help
ensure these trees are not cut down in the first place.  Your
purchasing decisions can play a role in this effort.

Coffee:  Make your daily cup o’joe using shade-grown
coffee beans, which are grown under a forest canopy.  In
addition to supporting the preservation of forestlands, shade-
grown coffee requires less fertilizer and pesticides to grow
compared with coffee grown under full sun.

Wood:  When buying wood products, look for labels that
indicate the wood comes from sustainably managed forests. 
For home improvements projects you can use wood-free
materials (such as composite resin boards) for decks or play
areas.

Paper:  While most U.S. papers are not made from
tropical woods, reducing overall demand for virgin paper can
have a global impact.  You can support forest-friendly paper
by buying paper made from a hight percentage of post-
consumer recycled content.

(Union of Concerned Scientists www.ucsusa.org)

Environment al Action Committee Looking for Marketing Help

Harry Potter Halloween
Mark your calendar and send an owl to your

friends:  Friday evening, October 26 is Harry Potter
Halloween at CCUU.  Dress as your favorite
Hogwarts character, or in your Halloween costume. 
We’ll be “disapparating” into Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry, watching Harry Potter
movies (bring a pillow,etc, if you want to camp out
on the floor), getting sorted by our very own Sorting
Hat, snacking on pumpkin juice and Bertie Botts
beans, having our fortunes told and more!!  Watch
for further information, coming soon!

Book Discussion Group s
Book Circle

Everyone is welcome to attend the Book
Circle.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
October 7 at 6:30 pm in classroom 4.  We will be
discussing The Upside of Down: Catastrophe,
Creativity, and the Renewal of Civilization by Thomas
Homer-Dixon.  We hope you can join us!
Last Mondays Book Group

Please join us on Monday, October 29 at 7 pm
in classroom 4 for a discussion of Gonzalez and
Daughter Trucking by Maria Amparo Escandon.
Other upcoming discussions are:
• Nov 26: Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick
• Jan 28: Labyrinth by Kate Mosse

Flowers for the Sanctuary
Providing flowers for Sunday morning worship

is a way to enhance the worship experience as well
as a way to honor or memorialize a loved one or
special event. To provide flowers, see the Flower
Calendar and blue “flower forms” on the bulletin
board across from the church office.
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Corn Roast Raises Funds for Darfur Relief
Thanks to your generosity $3,254.06 was raised at the Corn Roast. After costs, we are

able to donate $1,950 to the UUSC Darfur Relief Fund. We also provided additional operating
funds of $825.95 for the Social Action Committee. This money will be used to fund various
social action activities
Countryside This Year’s Sponsor of Palatine Crop Hunger W alk-October 14!

The CROP Hunger Walk starts at 2:00 p.m. See the table in Atherton Hall after service to
be a walker, helper or just to donate money. Lets make sure that Countryside Church raises more money then any other
organization participating in the hunger walk! Find out more in the article below.
Why Isn’t Countryside Church A “Creating Social Justice Banner” Congregation?

Because we need at least 25% of the congregation to become an individual member of the Unitarian Service
Committee (UUSC). If the UU Fellowship of Vero Beach, Fla., a 131-member congregation, achieved 110 percent
UUSC membership, we should be able to reach the 25 percent goal. Sign up online at www.uscc.org or take an
application from the Social Action Committee bulletin board.
Guest At Your Table Boxes

Once again, the Social Action Committee, in conjunction with Religious Education Committee, will be participating
in the Guest At Your Table program. Through this special tradition, Unitarian Universalist communities celebrate the
worth and dignity of all people and learn how to put these values into action. The Guest at Your Table experience of
families learning together has built lasting connections to UU values for generations of UU youth. More details will
follow.
Apple T ree Campaign Is Share-the-Plate Recipient

September’s recipient, the Apple Tree Campaign, received $159 plus individual checks of $60 from our share the
plate donation for a grand total of $219.
Quote of the Month

From L.B. Fisher in 1921: “Universalists are often asked where they stand. The only true answer to give to this
question is that we do not stand at all, we move.”
Next Social Action Committee Meeting

All are invited to our next meeting on September 21 at 12 noon in Room 1 (4th-5th grade classroom). Social
Action Committee meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of each month.

Social Action Up date

CROP Hunger W alk Is October 14
Join us! Sign Up for W alkers is Now!

On Sunday October 14, Countryside will host the Palatine area CROP Hunger Walk. CROP stands for Commu-
nities Responding to Overcome Poverty, and this is the 60th year the CROP Walk will help our community to feed the
hungry. The funds collected are distributed through Church World Service organization, 25% goes to local agencies
(WINGS, Journey from PADS to Hope, Palatine Food Pantry) and the remainder is used for national and international
aid to the poor.

Countryside members have always been generous in supporting this event, but this year we can really show that
we are willing to go that extra mile!  We need walkers and we need money! The more I learn about Church World
Service, the more respect I have for their work.  (The UUSC is one of the many affiliated organizations.) They are
focused on engaging people and communities to meet their own needs.  CWS would like nothing more than to become
obsolete in “a world at peace, where justice abounds, and where everyone has enough.”

So far, seven local churches and one school have commited to the 2007 CROP Hunger Walk. This year, you can
also “Walk on the Web” to solicit donations from friends and family any where they might be—find out about this option
at the sign-up table during coffee hour.  Nancy Cowger is the recruiter for our church.

We also need help publizing this event, soliciting donations for refreshments, setting up the route, directing traffic,
and setting up and registering walkers on the day of the CROP Walk.  This would be a great chance for newcomers to
get involved without getting overwhelmed. Contact Jeanne Berger.
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C eleb ra ting  the  C lass ics  
T im e and  Ta len t Auc tion  C a ll fo r D onations 

 
O ur annua l T im e &  T a len t Auction  has becom e a  C ountryside  c lass ic .  T hrough  
the  Auction  our congrega tion  has ra ised tens o f thousands o f do lla rs to  opera te  
th is church.  M any o f the  creative  and  generous dona tions a t auction , item s of 
enduring appea l, a re  now  c lass ics them se lves… the  Lad ies Luncheon , 
G entlem en ’s  B reakfast, hom e parties, “the ” park ing  space , and  m ore .  T hese  and 
o thers w ill aga in  be  o ffe red  on  N ovem ber 17 .  B u t we  a lso  look fo r new  dona tion  
ideas… classics in  the m aking. 
     Your dona tion s dete rm ine  the  success o f the  Auc tion .  W e have  a  lo t of 
m oney to  ra ise  th is year and every dona tion  is  grea tly apprecia ted . 
     W e no ted  last year tha t A uction  a ttendees loved  the  s ilen t auction add ition  of 
handcra fted  item s — jewe lry, qu ilts, kn itted  scarves, do ll c lo thes— so we a re  
expend ing our “ca ll fo r dona tions” to  include  m ore  o f those .  S hare yo u r ta len ts !   
An d  share you r tim e!  C an you  p rovide  ch ildcare  o r pet s itting , can  you  garden , 
pa in t, teach  anyth ing (we  a re  a ll hungry to  lea rn  new  sk ills .)   O pportun ities a re  
end less. 
     P lease take a  m om ent to  de te rm ine what you  w ant to  dona te , com ple te  the  
fo rm  be low  and  m a il it to  church , pu t it in  the  co llection  basket o r d rop  it o ff in  the  
church  o ffice . P lease subm it you r dona tion  b y O c tober 21 , 2007  
     T here  a re m any ways to  partic ipa te  in  th is  c lass ic  even t… auction  dona tions, 
s ilen t auction  b idd ing, live  auction  b idd ing, ra ffle , soc ia l activ ities  o r any 
com bina tion !  You w ill rece ive  (m uch) m ore  in fo rm ation  over the  com ing weeks 
bu t if you  have  any questions about dona tions, p lease  con tact C a th leen  Chay. 
 
… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … .D etach here… … … … … … … … … … … … … … . 
 

T im e and  Ta len t A uction  D onation  Form  
 
Your nam e (p lease  prin t)___________________________________________ 
 
T e lephone num ber________________________________________________ 
 
D escrip tion  o f your dona tion  (p lease  p rin t and  be specific)_________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
A pprox im ate  va lue  o f dona tion $________.  T h is  is  the  am ount you can take as a charitab le  
contribu tion .  P ersona l serv ices are  no t deductib le .  F o r exam ple , the  cost o f food you  prep are  is  
deductib le  bu t not your w ork  in  preparing  it. 

S ubm iss ion  dead line is  O c tober 21 , 2007 .   T hank you. 
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The kernel of a plan started in August, with the
helpful advice of Laura Mandell and Cathleen and Richard
Chay, who had chaired the event in past years.

Over the following weeks, we organized and del-
egated. In order for our future seeds to sprout, the chil-
dren in RE turned brown butcher paper into wildly fanciful
tablecloths.  After talking to the children about protecting
the environment, Juli Cicarelli, Donna Calwas, Judy
Schader, and Lisa Hagnebuch led he kids in a messy good
time.

The next week, the RE kids did a banner for the corn
roast.  Social Action Chair Dave Cohen came in to talk to
the children about helping others, including children in
faraway Darfur. Then the children made kernel pages,
pictures illustrating helping others or being green.  Juli
Cicarelli, Judy Schader, and Wendy, Ben, and Ian
Ingrassia all helped, including hanging around to hang the
banner. Check it out, we’re keeping it up for a few weeks.

Thanks to Laurie Lantz for all her help and the
volunteers who helped with the mailing. Barbara Griggs,
Joyce Marks, Pat Rochelle, and chief organizer, Helen
Hawthorne did registration and kept accurate records.

Who doesn’t love roasted corn? More than 200 ears
of corn were roasted by Dave Cohen,  Andy Richards
(we’ll miss you next year!), and Dave Albrecht. Yum.

Who doesn’t love fried chicken, and all the fixins,
including desserts? Most of all, who doesn’t appreciate
kind-hearted, hard-working, experienced cooks, who
bought and put our feast together. Thank you to duRee
Bryant, Nancy Klein, Carol Bobbe, and Laurie Schmidt.
Sue Wendt, Juli Cicarelli, and  Helen Hawthorne contrib-
uted appetizers. Everyone agreed the food was delicious.

Peyton and Bruce Bendix organized and ran our
drink sale, helped out by Jim Cicarelli and Gayle and
Larry Barr. Nancy Cowger made coffee.  Nicol Engel
made lemonade.

Our corn roast was really green thanks to Judy Ball,
Gayle Wisniewski, and Sherrie Marchi.  Friday night was
set up night; Laura Gadley, Judy Schader, Nancy Cowger,
and Janet Piraino set up tables for 150 people.

So, the Corn Roast was ready.  Countrysiders came,
ate, and mingled, and enjoyed the beginning of a new
church year.  Then we had a very musical Hootenanny, set
up by Tom Dempsey and Jeff Phillips. Thanks to them and
all the talented musicians for entertaining us.

The Countryside Cleanup Crew was very, efficient
and worked together like clockwork.  Gail Wisneiwski,
Judy Ball, Peyton Bendix, Laura Gadley, Lois Philips,
Sherrie Marchi, Donna Calwas, and Janet Piraino made
sure our kitchen was clean and very green. In quiet

(continued...)

Corn Saga cont’d
Atherton Hall, Jeff Philips and Tom Dempsey took out the
sound system. Dave White and Laura Gadley stayed to
the very end to see that all was in place.

So our delicious corn was planted, harvested,
roasted, and enjoyed. It produced hard work, fun and
camaraderie. With your generosity, the corn roast raised
$3,254.06. The funds (after expenses) will be used to help
the people of Darfur (thanks, Nancy Klein and Nancy
Cowger, for video) and the work of the Social Action
Committee.Thanks to all!  ...The Social Action Committee

The Corn Saga
(continued from page 2)

Sometimes the STILL GROWING UU might be
perceived by others whose brand of Unitarian Universal-
ism differs, as a single-issue UU. Again, this way of being
within our liberating spiritual community is neither better
nor worse than being another way, it is just different.

Examples of the STILL GROWING UU would
include those whose faith revolves around action or
contemplation. This balancing act within a church commu-
nity – and not just within the UU community – has histori-
cally been dubbed the “prophetic” versus the “pietistic”
(the latter term not meant to be derogatory, but referring to
“turning inward” in a contemplative manner, rather than
“turning outward” through action the way one who prac-
tices the “prophetic” tradition would do).

So then, these are just three ways of practicing UU.
They meld together or not at times - either within the
individual or the community. Ideally, we – both profes-
sional minister and church member/volunteer – will be all
things at all times – and totally “together” beyond tension
(“divine tension” or any kind of tension). In other words,
all of us at all times would be completely “individuated” –
congruent in thought, feeling, word and deed.

It is something for which to strive, realizing, however,
that closer to the truth is the strength of unity in diversity.
And that implies considerable dialogue and listening in
order be the best we can be as individuals and as a church
community. …Don Beaudreault

Ministerial Musing

Love Songs for an Autumn Evening
Rev. Don Beaudreault will provide a Jazz Piano

Concert with the able accompaniment of Richard Chay
and Jeff Phillips on Saturday, October 20 at 8 pm at the
church. This non-profit event is planned to raise money for
the community and all proceeds will be given to the
Palatine Township Senior Citizens Endowment Fund. The
concert is open to the public. Tickets are $20 and are
available from Rem Stokes.
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New Covenant Group s Start in October - Sign Up T oday!

We’d like to invite you to experience the connection and kinship of Countryside’s Covenant Groups.  Most groups meet 
once a month—either evenings or daytime and on different days of the week, so there’s a lot of flexibility in finding the 
group right for your schedule. You can pick up information about the program and the groups at the table in Atherton Hall 
after the worship services through October 7, when open enrollment ends. Or, you can contact Stephanie Matz, the 
program coordinator, any time.  An enrollment form is included below.  These groups are currently open for new 
members: 

 
• Kinship Circle Covenant Groups— multiple groups, each focused on sharing,  listening and telling our stories on 

topics that change monthly 
• Living our Principles Covenant Group— reflection on our Seven Unitarian Universalist Principles.  
• Reflections on “Conversations with God” Covenant Gr oup— sharing experiences and reflections about our 

spiritual journeys, guided by the Neal Donald Walsch book. 
• Sacred Movement Covenant Group— the expression of spirituality through movement. 
• Compassionate Communication Covenant Group— sharing and cultivating the spiritual practice of 

compassionate communication.  
• Menzgroup Covenant Group— exploring the male experience and unique viewpoints on relationship, spirituality, 

and roles.  
• “The Artist’s Way” Covenant Group--  exploring how creativity nourishes the spirit. 
•  “A Course in Miracles” Covenant Group —discussion and sharing of the experiences, joys, and challenges of 

implementing forgiveness as a way of being.  NEW! 
• Motherhood Kinship Circle— time to reflect on how motherhood has changed you, challenged you, and inspired 

you.  NEW! 
 
Now is the time to make the connection.  Answer the  Call to Kinship by joining a Countryside Church Co venant 
Group today. 
 

COVENANT GROUP ENROLLMENT FORM 
 

Information About You 
First Name______________________________   Last Name___________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________  City_____________________________ Zip____________ 

Home Phone____________________________________   Cell Phone____________________________________ 

Email Address_________________________________    To participate, I will need childcare. Yes No 

Group Selection 
See group descriptions in the brochure, the Focus, or the church website. Enrollment in some groups is limited due to 
current membership levels, so please mark the box next to all  the groups you might be interested in.  

I am interested in the following Covenant Groups: 

_____ A Kinship Circle Covenant Group 
_____ Living Our UU Principles Covenant Group 
_____ Conversations with God Covenant Group 
_____ Sacred Movement Covenant Group 
_____ Compassionate Communication Covenant Group 

_____ Menzgroup Covenant Group 
_____ Getting to Know You Covenant Group 
_____ The Artist’s Way Covenant Group  
_____ A Course in Miracles Covenant Group 
_____ Motherhood Kinship Circle 

Covenant Group Time Availability 
I am available to join a Covenant Group meeting on the following days & times. Please mark all that apply . 

Days of the Week:   Time of Day:   Frequency of Meetings:  
____ Sunday 
____ Monday 
____ Tuesday 
____ Wednesday 

____ Thursday 
____ Friday 
____ Saturday 
 

 
 
 
 

____ Any time 
____ Mornings 
____ Afternoons 
____ Evenings 

 
 
 
 

____ Once a month 
____ Twice a month 
____ Every three weeks 
____ Any of the above 
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Return Service Requested
Time-dated Material - Prompt Delivery Requested

COUNTRYSIDE CHURCH
Unitarian Universalist
1025 Smith Road
Palatine, Illinois 60067
(847) 359-8440

Upcoming Focus Deadlines
October 8 @ 9 am
October 22 @ 9am

Submissions can be placed in the Focus mailbox in the
church office or emailed to ccuu@ccuu.org.

Thurs, 9/27 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Menzgroup Covenant Group 7:30 pm

Fri, 9/28 Path to Membership Class (off-site) 7:00 pm
Spiritual Cinema 7:00 pm

Sat, 9/29 Path to Membership Class 10:00 am
Sun, 9/30 Open Forum Discussion 9:15 am

Search Committee Town Meeting 11:45 am
OWL Parent Orientation 1:00 pm

Mon, 10/1 The Age of Reason Class 7:00 pm
Tues, 10/2 Program Council Meeting 7:00 pm
Weds, 10/3 Getting to Know You Covenant Group 7:00 pm
Thurs, 10/4 Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Fri, 10/5 Drum Circle 8:00 pm
Sat, 10/6 Membership Growth Seminar 9:00 am
Sun, 10/7 Open Forum Discussion 9:15 am

Coming of Age Meeting 12:00 pm
Path to Membership Class #3 of 3 12:00 pm
Book Circle 6:30 pm
Compassionate Communication Cov. Group7:00 pm

Mon 10/8 The Age of Reason Class 7:00 pm
Tues, 10/9 Living in the Now 7:00 pm

UU Principles Covenant Group 7:00 pm
Tuesday Kinship Circle 7:00 pm

Weds, 10/10Finance Ctte Meeting 7:00 pm
Course in Miracles Covenant Group 7:00 pm

Upcoming Meetings and Event s
REMINDER: This calendar does not reflect rentals of CCUU space. To avoid conflicts, please schedule all events with
the Church Office.

Thurs, 10/11Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Amnesty International Meeting 7:30 pm

Fri, 10/12 Church Leadership Retreat
Sat, 10/13 Church Leadership Retreat
Sun, 10/14 Open Forum Discussion 9:15 am

Environmental Action Meeting 12:00 pm
OWL Class 12:00 pm
CROP Walk 2:00 pm

Mon, 10/15 PFLAG Palatine Meeting 7:00 pm
The Age of Reason 7:00 pm

Tues, 10/16 Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 pm
Weds, 10/17NW Suburban N.O.W. Meeting 7:00 pm

Compassionate Communication Cov.Group 7:00 pm
Thurs, 10/18Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm
Fri, 10/19 Friday Morning Kinship Circle 10:00 am

Coming of Age Overnight/Lock-In 7:30 pm


