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From the Beau’s Eye
A New Year’s Prayer
Bid farewell to the old year, let it go and greet the New Moment, greet the Now;
Welcome it to the continuity of your existence.
Let the past go, let it sleep, arousing it only for usefully good purposes.
Keep the future malleable, infusing wide intentions;
Reject rigidity; be ready for, surprised by meanderings.
People your New Moment with kindness and strength, but expect the variety.
Cherish the solitude of deep longing, those somber tones.
Rejoice at the silliness of your pretensions, at the “slapdashness” of your actions.
Mourn the passage of relationships, accepting the unacceptable.
Play through the “deadlies”: the dull episodes, the numbing affairs, the have-to’s.
Turn the scenario of vindictiveness around before you act, make it speak charity, not hatred.
Listen without prejudice; be with that other person, honestly be.
Create something beautiful; use your waiting senses; fashion kinetic from potential.
Bring forth justice wherever you discover cruelty.
Accept the reality of the resolution process: that sometimes there is no resolution.
Discipline your habits well so that you might be free.
Broaden your definition of love, making it include those people and things you find most unlovable.
Respect yourself! Hold firm to what you truly believe or hope,
Discover the peace that comes with personal integrity.
Be affirmed, but humble,
Be loving and accepting of love.
Continue the search, be open, be most curious.
Welcome the New Moment, welcome the Now!
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My Dear Friends,

I'am looking forward to serving as your Interim Minister beginning February 1 and I do, indeed, wish you all the best in

the new year!

Cordially,

Don Beaudreault
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Upcoming Worship Services

Sunday Morning Services begin at 10:30 am
Childcare is available in the Nursery for infants and children who are not yet 3 years old. Unless otherwise
stated below, religious education classes are provided each Sunday for children in preschool through high school.

Jan.7 Living in Every Direction: The Key to a 3-Dimensional Faith  Rev. David Owen O’Quill
Sometimes our spiritual lives can feel a bit tedious. We may feel like this whole “God” thing just leaves us feeling flat.
Butreligion doesn’t need to be that way. Faith is not a one-dimensional exercise. Faith is a full-out, multi-layered, multi-
media spiritual journey when we know the secret to it. Come listen to Rev. Dr. David Owen-O’Quill share with us the
secrets to living a 3-dimensional life of faithful adventure.

Rev.Dr. Owen-O’Quill has spent the last six years pastoring a congregation in Corpus Christi, Texas. In those years,
the church nearly doubled in size, built a new building, started covenant group ministry and a contemporary service to
reach the un-churched. He has recently moved to Chicago and is leading a new church ministry called Micah’s Porch.
Micah’s Porch is focused on launching churches to reach a new generation with the loving message of our faith.The
Micah’s Porch vision is to be a contemporary front porch experience where strangers become neighbors and neighbors
become friends on a mission to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.

Affirmation: Lois K. Phillips

Jan. 14 Where Do We Go From Here? Chaos or Community? Rev. Finley Campbell
Before Dr. King died, he had a vision, which later he saw as a dream, that despite all his efforts toward non-violent
social change, another kind of racism was emerging on the horizon that brought together race and class.In this last “Will
and Testament™ he offers us a terrifying choice — either we move toward community as a nation and as a world or we
shall default into chaos. The purpose of this sermon therefore is to consolidate some and win others to the task of using
multi-racial unity as the force to defeat the chaos and to achieve the community.

Rev. Campbell is a UU and an ordained Baptist minister in the social humanist tradition of Reverends A.D. Redd,
Martin Luther King Jr, and James Meeks, the historical tradition of progressive Baptists worldwide. He has served as a
pulpit assistant at several churches, including being a member of the Morehouse College Chapel Committee in the
1960s. He is Professor Emeritus at DeVry Institute. He is working under the leadership of Rabbi Michael Lerner in the
Network of Spiritual Progressives and is a member of the First Unitarian Church of Chicago.

Family Service: Children and Youth will attend the beginning of the worship service with their families (bring
your children with you to the service). Nursery and preschool-age children can go directly to their classrooms.

Jan. 21 Tolerance Has its Limits Rev. Dr. Sarah Oelberg
Tolerance has always been one of the basic principles of Unitarian Universalism. Yet sometimes it can be difficult to
practice an optimum amount of tolerance. Is tolerance always a virtue?

Rev. Oelberg is a retired UU minister, having served churches in Nebraska and Minnesota. Before entering the ministry,
she was a special education teacher and then Professor of Education at Yeshiva University, NYU, and Buena Vista
College in Iowa. She is married and has four children and six grandchildren. She and her husband, Jerry, enjoy camp-
ing, square and folk dancing, living in Milwaukee, and now baby-sitting for the newest grandchild. Rev. Oelberg is the
author of the pampbhlet, “The Faith of a Unitarian Universalist Humanist,” which can be found in our pamphlet rack
across from the church offices.

Share-the-Plate Offering: Half of the cash collected will be donated to the Palatine Township Senior Citizens
Council, who provides many social services, as well as nutrition, recreation and educational programs for our
local seniors in need.

Jan. 28 Communicating Compassionately Vid Axel
What gets into people such that they lose touch with their compassionate nature and instead communicate and interact
violently? By contrast, how is it that some people manage - even in the face of the most stressful circumstances - to
remain connected with their compassionate nature and to communicate and interact in peaceful, assertive and life-
enriching ways? This service will explore and demonstrate the spirituality, personal power and practical application of
the process of Communicating Compassionately, which is based on the work of visionary peacemaker Marshall B.
Rosenberg, Ph.D., author of Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life.

Vid Axel.is a member of Countryside Church and facilitates two covenant groups, the Communicating Compassionately
Support Group, and the Open Forum Discussion; he serves as co-chair of the Membership Committee. Vid’s passion
for Communicating Compassionately was first inspired more than a year ago when Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge
presented their Speaking Peace series here.



Order Your Coexist Mug Now

Noteworthy

The Coming of Age Group is going to Boston in June
and we need your help. Please support the Coming of Age
group by purchasing your very own insulated Coexist
“Chug-a-mug” for $13. Order a couple - one for you and
one for someone special. Order forms will be available
Sunday after church or contact Colleen Vahey or Marci
and Dave Albrecht.

Save the Date!

The Countryside Choir will present a joint concert
with the choirs of Unitarian Church of Evanston and North
Shore Unitarian Church on Sunday, February 11 at4 pm.
A freewill offering benefiting Doctors Without Borders will
be collected. Additional details will be published soon!

Considering Church Membership?

The next Joining Sunday will be February 18. If you
are interested in becoming a member of Countryside
Church, please speak with one of the greeters. In addition,
you are encouraged to attend the following:

Newcomer Orientation

This is a brief, non-binding, informal discussion
regarding the unique characteristics of Countryside Church
and is held once every other month. These orientations will
be held in front of the pulpit on Sundays shortly following
the service. The next orientation will be January 14.You
will have a chance to ask and discuss any questions about
joining the Church and the unique nature of this UU
church.

Path to Membership Classes

The next series of Path to Membership classes,
which includes information about the history of Unitarian
Universalism and Countryside Church and about what it
means to be a UU and a member of the church, will be
held Wednesdays, January 10 and 17 from 7-9 pm and
January 24 from 6-9 pm. Sign-up sheets are on the AFD
kiosk in the Narthex.

Book Discussions
Book Circle

You are welcome to join the Book Circle’s discus-
sion of ““The New Golden Rule” by Amitai Etzioni. We
will be meeting on February 11 at 6:30pm in the Sr. High
room (classroom 5). Hope to see you there!
Last Mondays Book Discussion

We will not meet in December; we are discussing
when to reschedule our now-traditional Poetry Party. Our
next discussions will be:

January 29:  The Lost Painting by Jonathan Harr

February 26: Catcher in the Rye and The Perks of

Being a Wallflower

Don’t Forget...

Return Guest At Your Table Boxes on Jan. 14
Guest at Your Table is a UU Service Committee

program that brings mindful sharing into the holidays.

Boxes were distributed during the Thanksgiving worship

service; extras are available in the pamphlet rack.
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Church Office Hours

Minister

Director of Religious Education
Minister Emeritus
Community-Based Minister
Music Director & Pianist

Music Director Emeritus
Congregational Administrator

Mon-Fri, 10 am - 3 pm

Colleen Vahey

Dr. Ruppert L. Lovely
Dr. C. Scot Giles
Jeffrey Hamrick
John Denny

Laurie Lantz

Lay Ministers
Ken Bobbe and Joyce Swedlund, Coordinators

Richard Chay Sue Null Price
Larry Frank Kimberly Tilford
Trudy Kleckner Dan Yokas
Jane Matthews
For assistance from our Lay or Care Ministries,
please call Ken or Joyce.




Help Wanted!

Green Corner

Would You Like to be a Piano Saint?

Our Stokes Memorial Steinway is a wonderful
instrument and a great asset to our church. How fortunate
we are to have such a fine piano!

The Steinway receives regular tunings and mainte-
nance, and we dutifully cover and protect itin every way
possible. One rather unusual way we care for the piano is
by maintaining a consistent humidity level within—in
effect, we “water” the piano!

Here’s where you can help: if you are regularly at the
church and could sign up to check on the piano when you
are there (and add water as needed—an indicator light
lets you know if it’s time), you would help us keep the
Steinway in tip-top shape and ready to enhance our
beautiful music making on Sunday morning.

If you are interested, please contact me either at the
church (extension 5) or by e-mail, music @ccuu.org.
Thank you! ...Jeff Hamrick
Children’s Chapel Needs Children & Youth

Do you play a musical instrument or enjoy singing?
We’d love to include your voice or instrument in our
children’s chapel services. Call or e-mail Susan Gordon,
Chapel music coordinator. We look forward to hearing
fromyou. ..

Children’s Chapel Needs Adults

Would you enjoy contributing to the religious educa-
tion of our children without the commitment of weekly
teaching? If so, we need you! We are looking for people
willing to be involved in children’s chapel. Chapel is held
most Sundays from 10:30 to approximately 10:45. We
need people willing to either teach songs, play a musical
selection for the offertory, or both. Interested? Please
contact Susan Gordon OR sign-up on the bulletin board
across from the music director’s office. The level of your
commitment is up to you....you can participate for one
week, or multiple weeks. After chapel you can join
regular Sunday worship in the sanctuary. Please consider
sharing your talents with our children.

Ushers and Greeters Needed

These Sunday morning jobs are easy and important
and you don’t miss the worship service. Instructions and
assistance are provided. If you would be willing to fulfill
one of these vital roles, please contact Siri Laurin for
Greeters and Kristin or Mark Huston for Ushers.

Environmental Action Meeting

Are you interested in environmental issues at church
and in the wider community? If so, come to the next
meeting of the Environmental Action Committee and bring
your ideas. We will be meeting on Sunday, January 14 at
12:00 noon in the classroom 4 (the 8" grade room). If you
have questions, speak to Gail Wisniewski. We hope you
will join us!

Animal Testing

For those of you who are looking for a simple way to
buy household cleaning products, personal care products
and cosmetics that have not been tested on animals, visit
the website www.caringconsumer.com. More than 500
companies have banned all animal tests, so you will have
no problem finding alternatives.

Fortunately, scientists have developed sophisticated
product tests that are faster, cheaper, and far more accu-
rate than blinding and poisoning tests, which were devel-
oped in the 1920s. Human cell cultures and artificial
human “skin” and ““eyes” mimic the body’s natural proper-
ties, and a number of computer virtual organs serve as
accurate models of human body parts.

Welcoming Congregation Committee
Movie Night & Discussion

The welcoming congregation committee is pleased to
present the movie Stonewall on Friday, January 19 at 7:30
pmin Atherton Hall. Admission is free. Discussion will
follow. This film is a fictionalized account of real events. It
follows six people’s lives and the events which led up to
the Stonewall Inn riot in Greenwich Village in 1969.This
event is credited with starting the modern gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender advocacy movement. There is
1960’s girl group music throughout, and the film is some-
times funny, sometimes dramatic. Numerous reviews are
available on the internet for those wanting more informa-
tion. The film has an R rating, though reviews from a few
members and the internet indicate that this is for “adult
theme,” not sex or violence. Please look for a signup sheet
during January services.
Keith Kron Preaches on A Welcoming Life

Keith Kron from the UUA will be the guest minister
at North Shore Unitarian Church in Deerfield on Sunday,
January 21 (9:15 and 11:15 am). His topicis “A Welcom-
ing Life.” It’s one thing to work to become a Welcoming
Congregation, but what does Welcoming really
mean? Aren’t UUs already welcoming anyway? For us, it
is about going to greater depth, being open to life as it
unfolds and embracing the humanity of those around us.
How can we best move to being a Welcoming Congrega-
tion and living a Welcoming Life?
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Who’s on the Budget Committee?? We ALL Are!!

Join the CHURCH-WIDE Budget Process and be part of Church Democracy at Work!
Four Steps to a Budget for 2007-08:

Step 1: New Items to Consider Sunday, January 21
There will be a short meeting after service on Sunday, January 21, to review the current budget and propose new items
to consider for next year’s budget. EVERYONE is invited to participate. REMINDER: If you propose a new item,
you are responsible for providing cost estimates for your idea prior to meeting #2 (seems only fair, doesn’t it?)

Step 2: Building the Budget Potluck Meeting Saturday, February 24
EVERYONE IS INVITED to share a dish and then make the choices that will be become our proposed budget for
2007-08. Salaries/fixed costs will be reviewed, committees will present funding requests at three different spending
levels, and new items will be considered. Great discussion takes place and this is where the congregation makes
the choices that will shape our programs for next year. And we have fun doing it!!

SAVE THE DATE & BE A PART OF THIS PROCESS!

Step 3: The Annual Canvass March 2007
This will start at the Budget-Building meeting and run through March. Our pledges for next year make up 85-90% of
our Operating Revenues, so this is how we pay for the goals that we express in our Proposed Budget. A Celebration
Luncheon will be given after the service on Sunday, March 11 to celebrate the current year and look ahead to next
year’s goals.

Step 4: Budget Reconciliation May 2007
This is usually held at the Annual Meeting in May to reconcile any differences between the Proposed Budget and the
revenues raised from the Canvass. This year, let’s plan to raise MORE money than expected and decide how to spend
the extra!! Either way, we will leave this meeting with a Balanced Budget for next year and a GREAT SENSE OF
ACCOMPLISHMENT.

So please save the dates and plan on being part of our church democracy at work. You have good ideas; please
come share them with us!

January 21 Meeting to propose new budget items

February 24 Build-the-Budget Potluck Dinner Meeting

March 11 Celebration Sunday and Canvass

May 20 Congregational Meeting and Budget Reconciliation (if needed)

From the President

A letter including the following information was recently sent to church members; it is provided here for the
benefit of those in our church community who are not officially members.

A Congregational Meeting to elect the Ministerial Search Committee will be held on January 7 at 11:30 am (imme-
diately following the service).

The candidates for the 7-member Ministerial Search Committee are being put forward as a slate that will be voted
oninits entirety. The slate consists of the following members: Richard Chay, Nancy Dempsey, Jane Matthews,
Stephanie Matz, Chris Smith, Kim Tilford, and Dan Wiseman.

The Board, Nominating Committee, and I are confident that the group will do a great job in the overall search
process and we encourage your support for them. Please attend the meeting and vote.

Other Reminders:

- The Rev. Julie Denny-Hughes Gift Fund remains open for donations through January 7. If you are of mind
and heart to make a contribution, please do so by then. Your tax-deductible donation should be made out to Country-
side Church with a note on the memo line (if paying by check) referencing the Rev. Julie Gift Fund. You may also make
donations by cash or credit card. Please contact Laurie Lantz at the church office for assistance.

Our Interim Minister, Rev. Don Beaudreault, will be arriving in Palatine on February 1 and will be in the pulpit
on Sunday, February 4. Come welcome our new minister!

In Faith, Mike Gilley




Worship Council Forges Ahead

With holiday services behind them, and a calendar full through March, the Worship Council has begun focusing on
streamlining its processes in preparation for the arrival of our new interim minister in February. The Worship Council
always welcomes your comments and ideas about our services at Countryside Church, so we thought now would be a
good time to let you know who we are so you can contact us! Here is a list of our current membership: Janeane Weprin
(co-chair), Stephanie Matz (co-chair), Nancy Dempsey, Jeffrey Hamrick, Helen Hawthorne, Kristin Huston, Gloria
Kinney, Laurie Lantz, Jeff Phillips, Lois Phillips, Colleen Vahey.

Who’s That Standing Next to the Minister?

That’s a Worship Associate you’re seeing in the sanctuary next to the minister or guest speaker at our services
these days. You started seeing people in this new role in late November, and can expect to see them now at every
service. Worship Associates are trained members of the congregation who are charged with a number of responsibilities:

Helping the minister plan the service, and coordinating with others who need to be involved (e.g. the Music
Director).

On behalf of the congregation, reading the welcoming remarks and announcements, lighting the chalice, leading
the reading of the covenant, and inviting the gifts at the offertory.

Assisting the minister with readings requiring more than one voice, and finding appropriate resources in the
congregation for special parts of services.

Serving in all the above roles, plus more, when coordinating with a guest minister or speaker.

Considering that we were facing a number of pulpit guests, plus the arrival of an interim minister, the Worship
Council decided it was important to go ahead with this role as soon as possible in order to ensure continuity in services
going forward.

There is currently a group of six who have been trained and have begun service as Worship Associates. We are
keeping the group small for now, until they get enough experience so the role can be evaluated or fine-tuned. In the
spring, it’s likely more people will be added to the Worship Associate role. However, we believe the group will never be
larger than around 8-10, since a person needs to do the role frequently enough to stay proficient.

If you have any questions about this, feel free to ask any member of the Worship Council.

Holiday Services: Some Personal Reflections

“We light the chalice of Love that makes all things new.” That’s the best way to describe the beauty, joy, inspira-
tion, and challenge that I experienced at Sunday services during the holidays this year. It was even more inspiring — and
welcome — because so many of us in the congregation were unsure how these holidays would unfold.

Following as they did immediately after Rev. Julie’s last service with us, Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve
services were celebrated for the first time without an assigned minister of our own. It was up to us to create the holiday
experience for one another. It’s a tribute to the commitment and talents of this community that we came together to do
so in a way that truly made all things new.

People reached out from all parts of the congregation to help make these holidays not just usual, but special
celebrations. Colleen Vahey and Amanda Richards stepped forward to ensure both Christmas Eve services would be
meaningful and beautiful. Music Director Jeffrey Hamrick, the choir, and all the guest musicians outdid themselves,
providing a breathtaking musical background both weekends. A host of other volunteers made all the difference—RE
teachers, children, greeters, ushers, and folks who just stepped in at the last minute to help with something or solve a
problem. Lois Phillips and the Aesthetics Committee transformed the sanctuary into a peaceful, “enlightened” holiday
refuge. Members of the 50" Anniversary Committee extended themselves to take on providing refreshments after all the
services. Of course, the incredibly hard work of members of the Worship Council pulling all of it together made all the
difference. It’s not enough to just say “thank you™ to all these good people; but they are the only words we have.

By the time it all ended with Charles Dickens (Rev. Roger Brewin) saying farewell after the New Year’s Eve
service, I believed something special had happened. Many were saying these were the best holiday services Country-
side Church had ever known. I haven’t been a member long enough to know if that’s true, but I think those comments
reflect a larger reality. Regardless of what any of us may have thought about this part of a service or that part, in the end,
it wasn’t the services themselves that were important. It wasn’t the words or a particular song or the great snacks that
made the holiday experience at Countryside so special. It was the coming together of this community in heart and mind
to make all things new; to put the past behind us and look forward.

During the past two weeks, this congregation said, “We are still here. We are still one. We are still a worshiping,
joyful church. We celebrate our future.” It will truly be a happy new year for all of us.

...Stephanie Matz, Worship Council Co-Chair

6




Thank You

Health Screenings at Countryside

The Aesthetics Task Force, headed by Lois Phillips,
includes Lisa Christensen, Gloria Kinney, Beverly
Sneddon, Dan Yokas, Luci Ayyat, and Gretchen White.
(Unofficial member Jeff Phillips is always ready to help
when asked.) If for any reason the Sanctuary needs to
be re-arranged, a call is made by us to recruit help from
this committee.

Our gratitude to each of you for all the effort you
have spent and special thanks for the added holiday spirit
you invoked in the Sanctuary during the holidays.

A special thank you to Debbie Lee for her generous
contribution of the red and white poinsettias delivered by
her to the Church, which were then arranged by Lois.
The tree, thoughtfully decorated in gold honoring the
church’s golden anniversary year was done by Lisa, Lois,
and Jeff one Sunday afternoon. The peace dove pulpit
banner was purchased by Lois from Maya Works at the
Fair Trade Market in early December.

Again, thank you all.. . .from the Worship Associates

Most of you have probably set your New Year’s
resolution and it may include improving your health. On
Wednesday, Februray 21, Life Line Screening will be at
Countryside Church offering a way to start this resolution
by obtaining your baseline through screenings for stroke,
abdominal aortic aneurysms, arterial disease, and os-
teoporosis. There is a minimal charge for these screenings
and an appointment is required. Give yourself or someone
in your family the gift of health. Start your year off right by
calling 1-800-324-1851 for more information and to set
your priority appointment today!

WomanSpirit 2007

Registration packets are now available in the pam-
phlet rack across from the church office for WomanSpirit
2007, presented by the Women and Religion Committee
of the Central Midwest District of the UUA. WomanSpirit
2007 will be held February 23-25 at Techny Towers
Conference and Retreat Center in Techny, Illinois. The
theme is “Roots hold me close, Wings set me free.” The
featured presenter will be Donna Henes, an acclaimed
urban shaman, contemporary ceremonialist, artist and
author. More information, conference registration and
updates is available online at www.womenandreligion.org.

Upcoming Meetings and Events

Thurs, 1/4  Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm
Fri, 1/5 Drum Circle 8:00pm
Sun, 1/7 Artist’s Way Covenant Group 9:00am
Open Forum Discussion 9:15am
Congregational Meeting 11:30am
Coming of Age Meeting 12:00pm
Parents of Teens Meeting 12:00 pm
Children’s Religious Education Ctte Mtg  12:00pm
Mon, 1/8 Covenant Group Facilitators’ Circle 7:00 pm
Welcoming Congregation Ctte Mtg 7:00pm
Tues, 1/9 Tuesday Kinship Circle 7:30pm
Weds, 1/10  Path to Membership Class #1 of 3 7:00pm
Thurs, 1/11  Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm
Amnesty International Meeting 7:30pm
Sat, 1/13 Circle Suppers TBD
Sun, 1/14 Open Forum Discussion 9:15am
Newcomer Orientation 11:45am
Our Whole Lives (OWL) Class 12:00pm
Worship Council Meeting 12:00 pm
Sacred Movement Covenant Group 12:30pm
Tues, 1/16  Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 pm
Weds, 1/17 Path to Membership Class #2 of 3 7:00pm
Thurs, 1/18 Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm

Fri, 1/19 Daytime Kinship Circle 10:00 am
Movie Night: Stonewall 7:00 pm
Sat, 1/20 Great Plains Zen Center Meditation Workshop 8am
Sun, 1/21 Conversations with God Cov. Group 8:30am
Open Forum Discussion 9:15am
Build-your-Budget Meeting 11:30am
Our Whole Lives (OWL) Class 12:00pm
Mon, 1/22  Compassionate Communication Cov.Grp  7:00pm
Tues, 1/23  Compassionate Communication Cov.Grp ~ 7:00pm
UU Principles Covenant Group 7:00 pm
Weds, 1/24  Path to Membership Potluck & Class 6:00 pm
Wednesday Kinship Circle 7:00pm
Thurs, 1/25 Choir Reharsal 7:15pm
Men’s Covenant Group 7:30pm

Upcoming Focus Deadlines:
January 15 & 29,9 am
Submissions can be placed in the Focus mailbox in the
church office or emailed to ccuu@ccuu.org.




ALAM HEATHERIMGTOM, MUSé DIRECTOR‘

Performing
Treasures of the Engﬁsﬁ Cathedral

Sunday, January 28, 2007

4:00 p.m.

Countryside Church
1025 N, Smith Road, Palatine, Illinois

Concert tickets: $22 Information and Reservations
($10 children 17 yrs. and under) 847.359.8440, Eat. 1



